Jewish 


=FRONTIER 


ee Relea 


The Creed of a Modern Liberal 


by HON. ROBERT H. JACKSON 
<> 


The Flag on the Ghetto Wall 


by MARIE SYRKIN 


<> 


the Children from Teheran 


by BRACHA HABAS 


ind the Calling of Israel 


by ALBERT SALOMON 


<> 


Arab Federation Plans — —4n Ciditorial 


JULY, 1943 TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 


































































e 
Maurice Samuel's New Book J eEwls h 
olom Aleichem oi 
VoL. X JULY, 1943 No. 7 (102) 
with your subscription to the siemens 
HAYIM GREENBERG PINCHAS CRUSO 
a Editor Manager 
Jewish FRONTIER Editorial Board 
HAYIM FINEMAN DAVID PINSKI MARIE SYRKIN 
MOsEs Z. FRANK ABRAHAM REVUSKY JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 
* e SHLOMO GRODZENSKY JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG SAMUEL WOHL 
Conte FPS 8 comes 
THE WORLD OF SHOLOM ALEICHEM: THE CONFERENCE mp . 3 3 
“The new book, ‘The World of Sholom BRITISH LABOR FOR A JEWISH PALESTINE . 3 
aR Nil clan ts : ARAB FEDERATION PLANS. . . EES: a Ee a 
ee ne ee ee ee | 
beautiful book—entirely beautiful, with- REFORM JUDAISM AND ZIONISM 6 
out bitterness or bitingn ess—which YOM AVODA : 6 
Samuel has written. I hasten to add | | THE CREED OF A MODERN LIBERAL ey nett —_ H. eile 7 
that, though it is the book of a great | | THE FLAG ON THE GHETTO WALL by Marie Syrkin. . . . . . . . 10 
nostalgia, it never exceeds a just moder- | | WITH THE CHILDREN FROM TEHERAN by BrachaHabas. . . . . . . 13 
ation of feeling. It has no tears; it has | | LESSING ROSENWALD SECONDS IBN SAUD by Hayim Greenberg. . . . 16 
no cries. Yet it cleaves to a great depth CHARLES PEGUY AND THE CALLING OF ISRAEL by Albert Salomon. . . 19 
and rises to every height of the strange BOOKs: 
and lovely and hidden loftiness of its “ONE WORLD,” “AMERICA’S ROLE IN ASIA,” “BROTHERS UNDER THE 
theme.” SKIN” by Taraknath Das. . . ae se 
“JEWISH POPULATION STUDIES” by Abraban G. Duker . ae 
“THE WAR AND THE JEW” by Solomon Poliakoff. . . . . .. . 28 
THE WORLD OF SHOLOM Ee ee eee ee ee 
ALEICHEM (Regular Price).......... $3.00 tne aimee 
Published monthly by the Jewish Frontier Association, Inc. (Founded by the League for Labor Palestine), 
JEWISH FRONTIER (Annual 275 cas Avenue, New Tot A, N.Y. and admitted as second class mail, December 1, 1934. at the Post 
Subscription, Regular Price).......... 3.00 Office, New York, N. Y.. under the act of March 3, 1879. Single copies 25 cents. Subscription, U. S., 
—— Canada, $3.00. Foreign, $3.50. Telephone: New York Editorial and Business Offices: CHelsea 3-0470. 
Total $6.00 Philadelphia Office: 707 Walnut Street. 
Get Both For... $4.50 Go 
“ “u . os 
Take Advantage A “NEW IDEA B [ 
of This Special Offer for VACATION ANNER ODGE 
Relaxation Seekers MOODVUS, COMM. 
Introduce a Friend to the AN INFORMAL ADULT CAMP 
Unlike most resorts, CAMP COLEBROOK YO G R Vv A Cc A T i 9 N 
JEWISH FRON | > . small agg aac < lovely —e PLAYG ROU ND 
TIER privacy, ¢ onvenience to add to your * Through Transportation * 
OR RENEW croquet, archery, bassball, otc. Secisi en ee 
activities, dancing, recordings. Topped lity SOMENNOE. TOU 
YOUR OWN SUBSCRIPTION off by fresh, deliciously prepared foods find all the land and woter sports you 
from nearby farms. wish within ovr own grounds, ond 
plecsont social activity combining gu 2st 
7 $35.00 + $37.50 pericipation with enferioinment, Hove 
DIANA and ABE BERMAN fun here and go home fully velreshed 
Phone Winsted 237-4—or write “aa pe “omen Table 
lewish- a 
JEWISH FRONTIER Sisal Ri cniny pr stapeonetge 
c COLEBROO ft 
airy products from our own forms. 
275 SEVENTH AVENUE COLEBROOK RIVER, CONN. 25% D seount for Service Mon 
N. Y. Tel. ALgonquin 4-0063 jach Banner, Mgr.e Phone, Moodus? 
NEW YORK I, N. Y. New Haven R.R. stops at Winsted. 
Greyhound Bus stops at Colebrook River. 
eee inns 
J 


























Jury, 1943 


Comments of the Month 
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THE CONFERENCE ELECTIONS 


S WE GO TO PRESS, the election returns for 
the American Jewish Conference have been 
compiled, and the 375 delegates chosen by electoral 
vote are known. To Labor Zionists, the results of 
the elections are gratifying in many respects. First 
of all, the Conference itself emerged from relative 
obscurity to a place of primary importance in the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Jews. Though slow 
in starting, the election drive gained considerable 
momentum before it was over. A good share of this 
success in reaching many thousands of organizations 
is due to the insistence of the Labor Zionists upon 
popular balloting for delegates and upon its refusal 
to form electoral “blocs” that would have paralyzed 
vigorous propaganda for the Conference. 

Forty-six of the 375 delegates elected are Labor 
Zionists. An additional 11 delegates will be ap- 
pointed by the national executive bodies of the four 
Labor Zionist organizations, bringing the total 
strength of the delegation to 57 out of the 500 who 
will constitute the Conference opening on August 
29th. It is estimated that about 80% of all the 
delegates are avowed Zionists, and a negligible num- 
ber are outright opponents of the demand for a Jew- 
ish Commonwealth. The popular response has been 
a victory for Zionism as a whole. 

The apple-carts of many so-called community 
leaders were upset when the voice of the people was 
heard. The Labor Zionist movement has always had 
faith in the healthy consciousness and intelligence of 
the Jewish public whenever it is given a chance to 
express itself. The elections have vindicated this 
faith, not in a narrow, partisan, but in the wide, com- 
prehensive sense that most Jews will band together, 
despite their differences, to chart a common course 
of action that will assure a worthy future for their 
people. 

BritTisH LABor 
For A JEWISH PALESTINE 


HE British Labor Party’s support of the Jewish 

aspirations in Palestine given at its recent annual 
conference will serve as a source of strength and 
encouragement to the Zionist movement. The reso- 
lution on the position of the Jews, introduced by the 
Poale Zion delegate, Maurice Rosette, was adopted 
unanimously and gave rise to a series of expressions 
of support and solidarity on the part of the leading 
figures in the British labor movement. Of particular 
interest was the declaration of Harold Laski, who, 
after reading a cable of greeting from the Histadrut, 
announced the acceptance of the resolution by the 
Executive Committee. Claiming for the Jews “abso- 
lute equality with other peoples as to status, political, 


social and economic rights,” Laski made it clear that 
this involved not only equality of rights for the 
individual Jew, but a status for the Jews as a people 
equal with that of other peoples. Absolute equality 
for the Jews must therefore include “the right of the 
Jewish people to develop in Palestine their home- 
land.” Without this right, Jewish emancipation is 
but an empty shell. 

The precise wording of the resolution may perhaps 
fail to satisfy some Zionists completely, since it em- 
ploys the term. “Jewish National Home” rather than 
“Commonwealth.” But in this case the difference 
seems to us to be a purely terminological one. The 
resolution recognizes clearly the need to establish a 
special status for the Jews in Palestine. It demands 
explicitly “that the Jewish Agency be given authority 
to make the fullest use of the economic capacity of 
the country to absorb immigrants and to develop the 
country,” including “the building up of unoccupied 
and hitherto undeveloped lands.” The granting of 
such specific rights to the Jewish Agency is the prac- 
tical equivalent of laying the foundation for Jewish 
statehood. In this sense, the Labor Party resolution, 
though it employs a somewhat different wording, is 
essentially in harmony with the Biltmore Program. 

The British Labor Party’s reaffirmation of its sup- 
port of Zionism must therefore be regarded not only 
as moral encouragement but also as a signal political 
achievement. No labor movement anywhere in the 
world is as intimately acquainted with all the diffi- 
culties and complications that are attendant upon the 
realization of Zionism. Furthermore, every one of 
the many hundreds of delegates who voted in favor 
of the Zionist resolution knew that in a certain situa- 
tion such a resolution by the second-largest party 
may place the government—of which it is itself a 
partner—in a very embarrassing position. But the 
Conference nevertheless acted with vision and with 
the courage of its convictions when it reminded the 
government that the Labor Party refuses to recognize 
the legality of the White Paper and that at the first 
opportunity it will do everything in its power to do 
away with the policy which it instituted. (This was 
also the stand of the Labor Party Members in Parlia- 
ment in 1939, when the White Paper was issued.) 
At a time when suspect negotiations are being con- 
ducted between some overzealous Englishmen and 
Near Eastern politicians concerning the post-war 
plans for the Arab world—plans which ignore Jew- 
ish claims and aspirations almost entirely—such a 
reminder on the part of the Labor Party is both timely 
and effective. 

In these days of severe trial and disappointment it 
is well to know that we are not altogether without 
friends and supporters. 








ARAB FEDERATION PLANS 


in no other part of the world is the question of 
establishing a federated state after the war talked 
about as much as in the Arab lands. In India, British 
policy is inspiring the Moslem elements to demand 
the partition of India into two, or perhaps three, 
independent states. In Europe, all negotiations be- 
tween the governments of Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia and Greece concerning the establishment 
of military and economic federative ties have been 
halted under the pressure of the Soviet government. 
But in the Arab world the interest in the question of 
federation seems to be on the ascendant. Within an 
interval of only a few weeks we have heard on this 
subject from King Ibn Saud and from Emir Abdullah, 
the ruler of Transjordan, and even more recently 
London reports tell of a federation plan which is 
being advanced by Nuri as-Said Pasha, the Premier 
of Iraq. 

It is obvious that none of these Arab leaders is 
in a position to act as a perfectly free agent, certainly 
not in war-time, when Syria, Palestine, Transjordan 
and Iraq are heavily occupied by British and Fighting 
French armies. If they speak about these plans so 
openly and bluntly it is an indication that they are 
being encouraged to do so from the outside. The 
Fighting French are probably showing little enthu- 
siasm for the unification of the Arab lands, but it is 
clear that in England Anthony Eden is not alone in 
his belief that this unification lies along the line of 
British imperial interests. The view is current in 
“pro-Arab” British circles that it will be easier for 
the British to control one federated Arab state rather 
than several separate ones. It is difficult to know at 
this time what attitude Washington and Moscow 
might adopt toward Pan-Arabism, but there is reason 
to believe that both the United States and the Soviet 
Union will be inclined to recognize Britain’s “legiti- 
mate” interests in that portion of the globe, and to 
refrain from interference with its plans. London, no 
doubt, will be ready to repay for such solicitude with 
a recognition of American, and particularly Russian 
claims in their own respective “spheres of influence.” 

There is serious disagreement among the various 
Arab spokesmen both as to the size of the proposed 
federated state and as to the seat of its political cen- 
ter. Emir Abdullah, though himself a feeble ruler 
over a poor, sparsely populated country, has advanced 
a number of arguments why his dynasty, and no 
other, ought to become the ruler over Pan-Arabia: 
he is confident, he says, that once he is given the 
opportunity to establish his royal residence in Jeru- 
salem or in Damascus, he will unite around him a 
number of Arab states, at least Syria, the Lebanon 
and Palestine—on both sides of the Jordan. At the 
same time Ibn Saud looks upon himself, perhaps not 
without reason, as the strongest and most energetic 
of the Arab rulers. He knows, moreover, that Lon- 
don (lately, apparently, Washington as well) is be- 
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ginning to consider him as the central figure in the 
Arab world. The Baghdad government, on the other 
hand, is taking pains to remind the Democracies that 
Iraq is to date the only more or less independent 
Arab country which is “actively” in the war on the 
side of the United Nations, and that it is by virtue of 
that fact deserving of special consideration in any 
federative scheme. 

As to the area which the proposed federated state 
is to cover, there are conflicting views of the maxi- 
malists and the moderates. There are some Pan- 
Arabists who envisage even Egypt and other North 
African territories inhabited by a Moslem, Arabic- 
speaking population (even though it is not of Arab 
racial stock) as eventual components of the united 
Arabistan. Others are ready to be content with the 
unification of the Arab states in Asia. But whatever 
the differences of opinion among them, all official 
spokesmen for the Arab world seem to be in com- 
plete agreement on one point: on the question of the 
Jews and Palestine. Ibn Saud is using the Koran to 
prove that the Jews are a cursed people in the sense 
that they will never regain their political independ- 
ence. Emir Abdullah couples his demand that the 
Jews once and for all time renounce all political 
claims to the country with a magnanimous offer to 
extend the protection of the ruling people to the 
present Jewish population of Palestine. And now 
comes the Iraqi Premier with the suggestion that 
Palestine, as part of Greater Syria, should be incor- 
porated in the Arab federation on the condition that 
the Jews there remain subject to the provisions of 
the White Paper of 1939. No Arab leader has come 
out with any other kind of statement concerning the 
future status of the Jews in Palestine. Outspoken 
anti-Zionism seems to have become the common 
denominator of all Arab national aspirations. 


It would be folly to minimize the significance of 
these factors. Nor is there any point in believing, as 
some non-Jewish political figures (who might well 
have been somewhat better informed on the actual 
situation) seem to believe, that a harmonious solu- 
tion of the Palestine problem can be achieved by 
means of a new Jewish-Arab conference. The Arab 
world, to the extent that it has found any political 
expression through its spokesmen, is today motivated 
by a narrow, imperialistic nationalism, against which 
rational and moral arguments are certain to be of no 
avail. Without a clear-cut decision presented to the 
Arabs by the United Nations, the unique political 
problem of Palestine will not be solved. Palestine is 
not the only spot on the globe where conflicting 
claims will have to be solved not by the two parties 
in question but by an international authority, and 
when the Arab leaders are placed before an accom- 
plished fact in the form of a decision taken by Britain 
and the United States (let us hope, also by Russia), 
they are realistic enough to know they must recon- 
cile themselves to the fact that in one part of the area 














Juty, 1943 


which they call Arabistan their political claims will 
not be realized one hundred percent. It must be made 
clear to the Arabs that the fate of Palestine is to be 
determined not on the basis of the local disposition 
of forces but by an international decision. 


As a people we should perhaps refrain from taking 
sides in the whole matter of the Arab federation. 
Perhaps we have no right even to offer our opinion 
on the advisability of establishing the federation. 
If the Arabs need such a federation, if they want it 
and are able to found it, and if the new set-up con- 
tains no threat to the stability of the coming peace— 
what right have the Jews to interfere with the realiza- 
tion of a national ideal which concerns millions of 
people? The Jews will be the last to fail to express 
their solidarity with the national aspirations of any 
people, including the Arabs. But aggressive and 
expansionist nationalism should everywhere be 
curbed, including in the Middle East, among the 
Arabs. Even according to the most modest plans, the 
Arab federation would contain enough of a promise 
for a great future without including Palestine. This is 
what we must insist on as a people, as a group which 
is vitally concerned about its own fate and its own 
future: Palestine must not become part of any 
scheme for an Arab federation. Even if the programs 
of the Pan-Arabists with respect to the Jews were 
radically different from what they are; even if they 
were to agree to a Jewish majority in Palestine, with 
a certain degree of autonomy for the country (which 
is, of course, the case only in Dr. Magnes’ dream- 
land)—even then it would have been senseless and 
unjust to force the Jewish homeland into a theocratic, 
feudal Arab empire. The social structure of present- 
day Palestine—a structure which it is our intention 
to expand and improve—has very little in common 
with that of a country like Saudi-Arabia, with its 
civil and criminal code, with its living standard, with 
its own conceptions of good and evil, of right and 
wrong, with a regime which still leaves room for a 
group of people whom a popular American illus- 
trated magazine chose to designate by the euphemistic 
term of “unpaid servants.” The problem is not which 
of the two civilizations is superior, nor whether the 
condition of the Arabs in one or another country is 
fixed and unchangeable—there is, in fact, no people 
in the world which is incapable of phenomenal de- 
velopment in the course of a few generations. The 
point is that today we are vastly different, and the 
fact of our being different, together with the vital 
problem which Jewish Palestine is called upon to 
solve, demand that Palestine be considered not as 
part of the vast Arab complex, but as a separate en- 
tity, requiring its own political solution. This solu- 
tion should enable the Jewish people to achieve its 
own national liberation in its own way and in line 
with its own culture and traditions. 


We are certain that Jewish public opinion will not 
adopt a negative attitude to the very idea of an Arab 
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federation. But it must oppose with all the power 
at its disposal every attempt to realize any such 
federative plan at the expense of the Jewish people, 
without regard for the specific role which Palestine 
is destined to play in the solution of one of the 
gravest problems of our time. 


A VICTORY FOR HITLER 


HERE seems to be a serious division of opinion 

between Detroit authorities and other groups of 
citizens as to the cause of the anti-Negro riots. The 
F.B.I. chief of Detroit scoffed at the notion of an 
axis plot and called the destruction the work of “kids” 
between the ages of 14 and 18. Other government 
agencies also minimized the influence of the Ku Klux 
Klan and other subversive groups. However, Lester 
B. Granger, director of the National Urban League, 
charged that the Ku Klux Klan had instigated the 
Detroit riot, that the League for White Supremacy 
was responsible for disturbances at Mobile, Alabama, 
and that the Christian American Association had 
engineered the conflict at Beaumont, Texas. 

Certainly those who saw the pictures of the rioting 
reproduced in the Metropolitan press will be little 
inclined to agree with the F.B.I. chief of Detroit that 
the rioters were primarily “kids.” The gangs of 
white hoodlums shown overturning a street-car to 
seize one Negro were not boys. They were mature 
men. Nor did the other snapshots of rioters reveal 
extreme youth. One must face the bitter fact that 
something happened in the streets of Detroit which 
one finds it hard to associate with America. There 
was a pogrom in Detroit—there is no other name for 
it—in which 25 Negroes were killed, hundreds were 
injured, and a whole section of the city was pillaged 
and burned. 

Whether the riots took place as the immediate 
result of an Axis plot set for a particular day in a 
particular place, is a purely technical question. There 
can be no doubt that the disturbances occurring in 
large industrial centers throughout the country have 
been fomented by native fascist groups as well as 
enemy agents. The Sojourner Truth housing riots 
in Detroit last year were found to be the efficient 
work of a subversive outfit entitled “American Work- 
ers’ League.” Three leaders were indicted by a Fed- 
eral Grand Jury on a charge of inciting to sedition, 
but they have not yet been tried. 

We know that a host of well-organized, amply 
financed fascist groups like the Christian Front; the 
Silver Shirts, the Christian Mobilizers, the K.K.K. 
and others of that breed have for years been preach- 
ing race hatred as an end in itself, and also as a means 
of interfering with the prosecution of the war and 
the functioning of the government. They have at- 
tached to themselves the ignorant and the vicious, the 
thug and the fool. That they work hand in hand 
with the Axis requires no demonstration. Some of 
the followers may be dupes, but the leaders are quite 
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clear about their aim—the overthrow of democracy. 
The anti-Mexican and anti-Negro riots that have dis- 
graced the country in the past months are testimony 
of the efficiency of their propaganda. 

What is the solution? Representative Rankin of 
Missouri has one. He informed the House of Repre- 
sentatives that the Detroit race riots were caused by 
the Administration’s effort to eliminate discrimina- 
tion against Negroes in war industries. The Fair 
Employment Practices Committee is to blame. Peace 
is to be attained in only one fashion: “There is only 
one way in which Negroes and whites can live to- 
gether peaceably on the same soil, and that is on a 
basis of complete segregation”. 

If these are the sentiments of a duly elected legisla- 
tor speaking in Congress in a period when the coun- 
try is engaged in a life and death struggle with Hitler 
and his allies, it is hardly surprising that the slums of 
our great cities could produce enough hoodlums who 
would fall ready prey to fascist incitement. 

The Axis has scored a victory in Los Angeles, in 
Mobile, in Beaumont, and now in Detroit. In the 
looted homes of Negro Americans, in hospital rooms 
in which they lie, in their graves, democracy has suf- 
fered a great defeat. Every decent citizen of the 
government should be invoked to punish the guilty 
and to take adequate measures to prevent the recur- 
rence of a similar catastrophe. 


REFORM JUDAISM AND ZIONISM 


ILITANT anti-Zionism has suffered a grievous 
defeat at this year’s convention of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, recently held in 
New York. After a heated symposium—which, for 
some strange reason, was conducted behind closed 
doors—the Convention adopted a resolution declar- 
ing that Reform Judaism and Zionism must not be 
viewed as incompatibles. 

The atmosphere was charged with explosives from 
the very beginning of the session. In his opening 
address, Rabbi James G. Heller, the retiring presi- 
dent, sharply attacked the ninety rabbis who had 
organized the American Council for Judaism for the 
sole purpose of warring on Zionism. Rabbi Heller 
granted the right of the individual rabbis to adhere 
to what they consider the “classical” position of Re- 
form, as against the “degenerate” ideas which have 
led most of the younger generation to alarming pro- 
Zionist sympathies. He even defended their right to 
conduct anti-Zionist propaganda in their congrega- 
tions and in the Jewish community at large. But he 
expressed his indignation over the fact that a group 
of rabbis has, in order to conduct this type of propa- 
ganda, founded a special organization which, further- 
more, tries to create the impression that Zionism 
stands in irreconcilable conflict with the principles 
of Reform Judaism rather than with the private 
views of the ninety Protest Rabbis in question. The 
Central Conference, he maintained, cannot tolerate 
this state of affairs, and since the ninety “classicists” 
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have refused to be persuaded to dissolve their organi- 
zation, it is incumbent upon the Conference to act 
on the matter. 

Rabbi Heller may have been a bit too gentle with 
the ninety crusaders against Zionism when he failed 
to mention the serious damage to Jewish interests 
which resulted from their taking inner Jewish argu- 
ments before highly placed political figures, or when 
he chose to compliment them on their “Love of 
Israel.” If there were really even a trace of this “Love 
of Israel” in them, they might have hesitated, while 
millions of Jews are being led to the slaughterhouse, 
to found an organization that advanced not a single 
positive proposal to alleviate the Jewish tragedy, that 
was totally negative and destructive of the hopes and 
aspirations of millions of Jews. Rather than attest- 
ing to their “Love of Israel,” their actions have given 
proof of shocking callousness. 

The resolution of the Central Conference—which 
not only declared that the so-called “universalism” 
of the Jewish religion is not in conflict with Zionism, 
but specifically recommended to the American 
Council for Judaism that it dissolve—has removed 
the stigma which a group of its members has placed 
on the Reform Rabbinate. We have no way of know- 
ing what the ninety rabbis will do now. Perhaps 
they will continue to maintain their organization. 
Disciplinary measures against them are diffcult and 
perhaps undesirable. But the fact has been clearly 
established that they represent no one but themselves, 
that they certainly have no right to speak in the name 
of organized Reform Judaism. 

Finally, that the two most important positions in 
the Central Conference have this year been intrusted 
to Zionists—to Dr. Solomon B. Freehof as President 
and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as Vice-President—is by 
no means accidental. It is symbolic of the trend of 
thought which prevails among the vast majority of 
the spiritual leaders of Liberal Judaism in America. 


Yom Avopa 


OLLOWING the example set by the Histadrut 

in Palestine, the executive. committees of the 
American Labor Zionist organizations have just 
directed an urgent appeal to their entire membership 
to contribute a Yom Avoda—the equivalent of a 
day’s earnings—to a special fund for the underground 
rescue and self-defense activities of European Jewry. 
We are certain that all the organized Labor Zionists 
in America, as well as many other readers of the 
Jewish Frontier, will welcome the opportunity to 
identify themselves in this manner with the heroic 
fighters of the Warsaw ghetto and with those who 
are continuing their superhuman efforts to bring at 
least small numbers of European Jews to safety, or 
to make the foe pay dearly for his work of extermina- 
tion. Contributions to the special rescue and self- 
defense fund may be sent to the respective organiza- 
tions or to the Jewish Frontier, 275 Seventh Avenue, 
New York 1, N. Y. 
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The Creed of a Modern Liberal’ 


by Honorable Robert H. Jackson 


Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States 


HE last decade of Justice Brandeis’ life was sad- 

dened. Relapse of whole peoples, under Fascist 
influence, into a course of torment and plunder deeply 
offended his sense of justice, as it offends that of all 
right-thinking men. But to him it was more than 
abstract injustice. He saw the Jew, again as of old, 
on the rack of persecution in Europe and saw those 
of his own stock become refugees from resurgent 
barbarism. 


Flight from home itself is bad enough, but these 
were in flight with no destination. It seemed that 
everywhere those who had first gotten to free land 
had closed the door to later migrations. Everywhere 
people had lost their old self-confidence in the pres- 
ence of strangers and were too preoccupied with their 
own fears and troubles to extend any general right 
of sanctuary. The world’s livable spots seemed pre- 
empted, frontiers were all closed, and the days of 
easy migration were no more. 


In these circumstances Justice Brandeis’ foresighted 
interest in a Jewish National Home in Palestine was 
strikingly vindicated. While “ancient historic con- 
nection” no doubt stirred his sentiments, very prac- 
tical considerations had guided his efforts. He had 
gone to that old and neglected land and had seen the 
work of men and women who had returned there. 
He saw them building new cities, establishing new 
industries, draining swamps and watering the desert, 
and making the countryside to prosper again. There, 
at least, was a land with capacity to absorb refugees, 
and there was opportunity for their resettlement. 
There he wanted those of his blood to have oppor- 
tunity to renew their national existence and to 
resume their modern culture on its ancient founda- 
tions. 

Papers and speeches in which he outlined this vi- 
sion and pleaded this cause recently have been collect- 
ed and published. It would be sheer presumption for 
me to attempt additions to what he made complete or 
interpretation of what he made so clear. In a fore- 
word to that book a discriminating Judge says that 
Justice Brandeis is “the moral symbol of Zionism 
throughout the world, notwithstanding the judicial 
insulation of his life.” If I could help you to pene- 
trate this judicial insulation, the qualities of the man 
would be the strongest buttress of the cause he 
championed. 

The great work of his life, to which all else was 
prelude, was as a Justice of the United States Supreme 





* Address delivered at the Louis D. Brandeis Memorial Colony 
Dinner, under the om of the Jewish National Fund, Hotel 
Commodore, New York, June 23, 1943. 


Court. The character of such work is, to laymen, 
obscure and elusive. It does not lie on the surface, 
nor does it thrust itself upon lay attention. Even for 
lawyers, unless they follow the work of the Court 
closely, it is difficult to appraise. A Justice officially 
expresses himself in the technical language of the 
law, and he is as remote from the lay world as if he 
wrote in a dead language. When he speaks for the 
Court, his opinion is depersonalized by the necessity 
of adapting it to the several minds for which he 
speaks. While legislators may act as they want to 
act, judges often act as statutes tell them to act and 
render judgments that are the law’s judgments rather 
than their personal ones. Oftentimes, too, the judge 
is legally bound to base his conclusions on facts as 
they are decided by someone else. As a result he 
appears to approve a good deal that in truth he has 
no say about. 


Then, too, in many fields of law where there is no 
controlling legislation, judges must usually submit to 
the guidance of precedents. Justice Brandeis never 
carried regard for precedent to a worship of them. 
But he did accept, as all judges should, certain tradi- 
tional restraints on personal judgment. Laymen often 
fail to see why this should be. The law is, after all, a 
rule for men to live by. They must have some way 
to find out how they should behave in order to avoid 
liabilities and punishments and troubles with the law. 
When there is no known rule except the personal will 
of the judge one happens to come before, one can 
never know how to conduct himself. Bentham said 
that judges, when they assume to make the law, do it 
“just as a man makes laws for his dog. When your 
dog does anything you want to break him of, you 
wait till he does it, and then beat him for it.” I 
think we must agree that there is uncomforting truth 
in this criticism of judicial law-making, and that it is 
to be avoided so far as possible consistently with the 
view that law is a living and progressing body of 
learning. 

The device by which judicial action is made at all 
predictable is the precedent. It is the doctrine that a 
court will give a word or phrase in a contract or 
statute the same meaning tomorrow that it did yester- 
day, that it will resort to the same principles to 
fashion future judgments that it employed in past 
ones. Of course, even at its best the endless variation 
in the facts of cases makes any prediction from 
precedent an imperfect one. But in its absence, or 
before judges with no regard for the true function of 
the precedent, there is no law but that day’s opinion 
of the judge who perhaps accidentally gets the case. 

/ 
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Brandeis, it seems to me, came near the golden mean 
in his attitude toward the precedents. He examined 
them patiently and followed them in the absence of 
grave reasons for a departure. If he departed, as he 
never feared to do, he paid his profession the respect 
of a searching, candid, and unequivocal opinion giv- 
ing his reasons. 

I often hear it said of Brandeis as if it characterized 
his life’s work, “He was a great dissenter”. Let me 
warn you against this popular but badly mistaken 
standard of appraisal. Dissenting opinions, of course, 
have a way of better pleasing those who read as well 
as those who write them. They are apt to be more 
individual and colorful. Opinions which must meet 
the ideas of many minds may in comparison seem 
dull and undistinguished. In the past few years a 
dozen, or perhaps a score, of really important deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court have been overruled. In 
consequence, minority opinions won belated vindica- 
tion. The drama of a high court reversing itself has 
news value, and some have come to regard dissent as 
something worthy in itself. 

Brandeis had no such delusion. It is not the num- 
ber of his dissents, but the quality of his dissenting 
opinions, that is outstanding. The fact is that of the 
dissents that have been written in the history of the 
Court only a trifling proportion have later become 
law. The same is true of the dissenting opinions of 
individual Justices. In judicial thinking as elsewhere 
two good heads will average better results than one, 
and time more often vindicates majority opinions 
than minority ones. 

The great work of Brandeis was done, not in 
opposing the Court, but in leading it. He was its 
spokesman in many difficult and complicated prob- 
lems which covered the wide range of issues that 
come before it. It was for the Court that he wrote 
the greater number of his five hundred and twenty- 
eight opinions. They interpret the great life-giving 
clauses of the Constitution, pioneer in administrative 
law, deal with the law of public utilities, patents, 
monopolies and restraint of trade, labor relations and 
civil rights. In these he patiently gathered up the 
facts of record, examined the arguments of counsel, 
reconciled the views of his associates, and set forth 
the conclusion of the Court in clear, illuminating and 
unadorned language. 

It was this constructive type of work on the Court 
for which his career at the bar peculiarly fitted him. 
- His work as a lawyer was constructive, practical and 
bold. He pioneered in fields lawyers seldom entered 
and more rarely were distinguished in, and always he 
was building—building—building. I shall not dwell 
on these early activities. In them Woodrow Wilson 
with singular vision detected the making of a con- 
structive jurist. He named lawyer Brandeis to the 
Supreme Court, fostered the nomination through a 
stormy confirmation, and gave to his country Mr. Jus- 
tice Brandeis. 
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The period of his service began June 5, 1916, and 
ended by retirement February 13, 1939. In that 
almost quarter century unprecedented things came to 
pass. The United States went through the ordeal of 
one world war and stood on the precipice overlooking 
another. Between the two we harvested crops 
planted by a century of industrial revolution—specu- 
lation, extravagance, and inflation, with its aftercrop 
of depression, deflation and disaster. Paul Freund, 
one of the closest friends of the Justice, has recorded 
that when Brandeis was asked in the dark days of 
1933 whether he believed the worst was over, he 
answered almost cheerfully that “the worst had hap- 
pened before 1929.” 


This period of rapidly fluctuating price levels and 
economic chaos, of social unrest and upheaval, of 
political transition and experimentation, brought to 
his Court an unprecedented grist of difficult prob- 
lems. Some of them the Court did not meet too 
well. On important occasions he was a vigorous and 
sometimes solitary dissenter. In earlier days he was 
sometimes joined by Justice Holmes, and later by 
Justice Cardozo, Justice Stone and Chief Justice 
Hughes. The message to Congress in which Presi- 
dent Roosevelt proposed to reorganize the Court 
brought on some of the most critical moments of its 
long and not always tranquil history. Brandeis had 
protested some, though not all, of the decisions that 
had aggrieved the President and many others. In 
general the attack in the Court fight was against 
decisions that he had opposed in the Court. But 
while he was always ready to struggle within the 
Court, he would have no hands laid upon the institu- 
tion from the outside. It mattered not that the 
outside hands would in the main uphold his views 
and would rebuke those with whom he had long and 
often disagreed. Brandeis valued the Court’s inde- 
pendence of decision even more than rightness of 
decision. He joined with Chief Justice Hughes in a 
letter to Senator Wheeler which did more than any 
one thing to turn the tide of the Court struggle. 

I mention this because it revealed the man. I 
suppose perhaps eighty-five per cent of those who 
followed and revered him were in the camp of the 
President. I think ninety-five per cent of those who 
disliked or scorned him were in the opposition. But 
Brandeis did not determine his principle by counting 
heads. He simply thought his friends were wrong 
and his foes for once were right, and that was an 
end of the matter for him. He believed with all the 
intensity of his being that the country needed the 
institution he served, and that a court of courage, 
character and independence could exist only in an’ 
atmosphere of freedom from political pressures. But 
he believed the Justices maintain it by self-restraint 
and openmindedness, by unbiased, patient and accu- 
rate application of the law, and by freedom from 
political ambition or partisanship. 


The handiwork of his opinions measured up to 
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this standard. He mastered completely the facts of 
his case, respecting facts for the stubborn things that 
they are. He set them forth with fidelity to the 
record and with unbiased emphasis. He analyzed 
therh in the light of research, not only in the law, but 
in economics, science and history. As Mr. Freund, 
who served as his law clerk, tells us, when he had 
finally completed the many revisions of an opinion 
he said, “The opinion is now convincing, but what 
can we do to make it more instructive?” And instruc- 
tive his opinions are. When one comes upon an 
opinion by Brandeis, it is like finding bedrock upon 
which it is safe to build. 


He was not an ornamental writer. Clarity and 
simplicity were his aims, and so well did he achieve 
them that style never steals attention from the sub- 
stance. He did not have the apt and cutting phrase 
that Holmes wielded so devastatingly. But while 
Holmes illuminated a subject like a flash of lighting, 
Brandeis illuminated it as does the noonday sun— 
steadily, evenly, completely. Chief Justice Hughes 
summed up his workmanship by describing him as 
“the master of both microscope and_ telescope. 
Nothing of importance, however minute, escapes his 
microscopic examination of every problem, and, 
through his powerful telescopic lens, his mental 
vision embraces distant scenes ranging far beyond the 
familiar worlds of conventional thinking.” 


Justice Brandeis greatly influenced many young 
men. He found time in some way to cultivate their 
acquaintance. His modest home on Sunday after- 
noon often gathered those who wanted to see him or 
to whom he had extended an invitation. He would 
draw them into conversation, fortify their courage if 
he found it failing. He saw life as it was lived by 
aspiring young men. He gave no encouragement to 
those who came to whine over their bruises. He 
sought no easy way to lift even men he liked into 
positions they had not earned. He did not tell every 
lad he could do great things, but he made them all 
feel they could do useful things, and he urged them 
to do well whatever task they had in hand. He urged 
them after enlarging their experiences and broaden- 
ing their viewpoints to go home, to fill places in their 
own communities. 


Brandeis has been called a reformer, and he had 
the passion for betterment that lies at the root of 
reform. But he never went off on any plan for 
making men into angels. His aim was only to make 
better men, and content if only a little better. 
Crusader, some called him, and he had the zeal, the 
consecration and the courage of one. But he stuck 
to practical jobs and left windmill-tilting to those 
whose emotions outrun their judgment. Friend of the 
poor and champion of the disadvantaged he was, but 
always he planned ways for them to help themselves 
and never sought to relieve them of work or responsi- 
bility, which he thought to be great educators. He 
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was in no sense a collectivist or believer in central- 
ized control of life or of industry. 

Brandeis was labelled as a “liberal”, and labels are 
tyrannical things. Because Brandeis had been a lib- 
eral in politics, many expected him as a judge to 
sustain all that was done in the name of liberalism. 
Those reckoned without knowledge of his high con- 
cept of his judicial office. He feared and distrusted 
large, unconfined and irresponsible power, whether 
in private or public hands. He would never accept 
it as wholesome merely because found at the time 
being put to good use by good hands. He knew that 
the powers which evil men misuse are often acquired 
because lodged in the hands of men on the argument 
that they were good men. 


In the “Hot Oil” case and the N.R.A. case he 
joined in striking down as unconstitutional acts of 
Congress sponsored by the Administration and identi- 
fied with its program of economic recovery. Although 
few were more sympathetic with debtors in the 
depression, he concurred in holding unconstitutional 
state legislation which deprived the creditor of all 
effective remedy, and wrote the opinion holding the 
Frazier-Lemke Act for the relief of farm debtors 
unconstitutional. In the Tennessee Valley Authority 
litigation, while he agreed that the Act was consti- 
tutional, he would have refused to decide the point 
because he thought it not properly presented. Later 
he would have refused judgment sustaining the old 
age benefit provisions of the Social Security Act as 
constitutional, because he thought the procedure was 
not appropriate, but being overruled, he joined in 
holding the Act constitutional. In all of these mat- 
ters he refused to yield his ideals of what was con- 
stitutional or as to appropriate procedures because of 
his political sympathies with the causes involved. 


What was the general philosophy of this man? It 
is safer to seek it from his own words. Many admir- 
ers have tried to make Brandeis over in their own 
image. What he stood for is perhaps better and 
more shortly stated in his famous letter to Robert 
Bruere than anyone could do for him. Hence, I 
quote at length what I think could wisely be the basic 
creed of the modern liberal: 

“Refuse to accept as inevitable any evil in business 
(e.g., irregularity of employment). Refuse to toler- 
ate any immoral practice (e.g., espionage). But do 
not believe that you can find a universal remedy for 
evil conditions or immoral practices in effecting a 
fundamental change in society (as by State Social- 
ism). And do not pin too much faith in legislation. 
Remedial institutions are apt to fall under the control 
of the enemy and to become instruments of oppres- 
sion. 

“Seek for betterment within the broad lines of 
existing institutions. Do so by attacking evil in 
situ; and proceed from the individual to the general. 
Remember that progress is necessarily slow; that 
remedies are necessarily tentative; that because of 
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varying conditions there must be much and constant 
inquiry into facts ... and much experimentation; and 
that always and everywhere the intellectual, moral 
and spiritual development of those concerned will 
remain an essential—and the main factor—in real 
betterment. 

“This development of the individual is, thus, both 
a necessary means and the end sought. For our 
objective is the making of men and women who shall 
be free, self-respecting members of a democracy—and 
who shall be worthy of respect. Improvement in 
material conditions of the worker and ease are the 
incidents of better conditions—valuable mainly as 
they may ever increase opportunities for development. 

“The great developer is responsibility, Hence no 
remedy can be hopeful which does not devolve upon 
the workers participation in responsibility for the 
conduct of business; and their aim should be the 
eventual assumption of full responsibility—as in co- 
operative enterprises. This participation in and 
eventual control of industry is likewise an essential of 
obtaining justice in distributing the fruits of industry. 

“But democracy in any sphere is a serious under- 
taking. It substitutes self-restraint for external re- 
straint. It is more difficult to maintain than to 
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achieve. It demands continuous sacrifice by the 
individual and more exigent obedience to the moral 
law than any other form of government. Success in 
any democratic undertaking must proceed from the 
individual. It is possible only where the process of 
perfecting the individual is pursued. His deevlop- 
ment is attained mainly in the processes of common 
living. Hence the industrial struggle is essentially an 
affair of the church and its imperative task.” 

Such was the philosophy, such the tough fibre of 
his mind, such the qualities which make his work 
pre-eminent among the many powerful men of his 
time. 

These are the qualities he brought to guidance and 
advocacy of a national home in Palestine for his 
people after centuries of exile, dispersion and persecu- 
tion. What true American would not rejoice to see 
fulfillment of Brandeis’ vision that men of his stock 
should resurrect the life and culture of the people of 
the Bible in that little land where our faith was 
founded? If the stock of Brandeis is of one fibre with 
him, their modern oppressors will find, as the 
Egyptian taskmasters found of the Children of Israel, 
that “the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew.” 


. 


The Flag on the Ghetto Wall 


by Marie Syrkin 


@ gin of the first acts of Jewish resistance to the 
Nazi onslaught occurred in 1933. It was 
slight, pitiful and hardly to be noticed; it lingers in 
the memory only because of its helplessness and 
pathos. 


When Hitler came into power and first introduced 
the anti-Jewish decrees, the world was still sufficiently 
astonished to bother reading accounts of the earliest 
discriminatory acts against Jews. No doubt some yet 
recall the genuine shock occasioned by stories which 
seem mild and almost benevolent in retrospect. One 
American correspondent cabled an account of a 
forced march of Jews with derisive placards on their 
backs through the streets of Berlin. Such an occur- 
rence seems hardly worth mentioning today, but a 
decade ago it made an impression, even though the 
marchers were not being murdered but merely 
beaten and humiliated. The correspondent described 
an incident which struck him as particularly poig- 
nant: a little Jewish girl kept running alongside her 
feeble grandfather who was trying to keep up with 
the march; as she ran, she would hit at the storm- 
trooper who was prodding her grandfather. The 
Nazi did not strike the child, and the onlookers for 
a moment seemed ashamed. 

The picture of the child’s frail hands trying to 


beat back the Nazi remains etched in the memory 
like the face of the weeping Frenchman caught by 
a news-reel shot of the Nazi's triumphal entry into 
Paris, or that of the Czech peasant woman lifting one 
hand in a “Heil” as the Nazis marched past, while 
pressing a handkerchief to her eyes with the other. 
The tortured faces of the Czech peasant and the 
Parisian were snapped by a reporter's camera and 
have become immortal. They are a part of contem- 
porary history. The little Jewish girl running along- 
side her grandfather was not photographed, but she 
too lives in the imagination. There was valor in her 
small hands as well as helplessness. Above all, there 
was symbolism. Such has been the spiritual inno- 
cence and the physical weakness of the Jewish minor- 
ity before the barbarians. 

In the black decade that has elapsed since the little 
girl ran along a Berlin street, every aspect of the 
picture has grown immeasurably grimmer. The Jews 
that marched in the procession of shame have, most 
of them, been murdered. If the little girl was not 
subsequently rescued by a visa, she too has probably 
been choked in a lethal chamber or thrust into a 
mass grave by the very storm-trooper who ten years 
ago could still feel an impulse of compunction. And 
of valor—the attempt to strike at the enemy with 
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one’s weak, bare hands—little has been heard; so 
little that many in the free world wondered uneasily 
whether the spirit of resistance had been wholly 
crushed. 

Within the last months, however, reports have 
come of the grim, foredoomed battle waged by the 
Jews of the Warsaw ghetto. And in the course of 
those reports intimations have appeared of a con- 
tinuous organized attempt to foster the will to resist, 
of which we have been insufficiently aware. The 
heroic last stand of the Warsaw ghetto was not a 
sporadic desperate flare-up. It was the climax of an 
organized struggle which began when the barbed 
wires first enclosed the Jews of Warsaw, separating 
them from the world outside. The stages of that 
struggle constitute a somber epic for which history 
has no parallel. 

I have before me the map of the Warsaw Ghetto 
as it was first established. The names of some of the 


‘districts are familiar: Nalewki, Twarda, Gliniana and 


others. As teeming centers of East European Jewish 
life, they have entered into folk-lore and literature. 
We have read about them; we have fed on them. 
From those streets have come illumination as well as 
poverty, wisdom as well as squalor. But on October 
16, 1940, brick walls and barbed wire fences shut off 
the zone of Jewish residence from the rest of the 
world. 

As one reads the elaborate set of regulations and 
decrees drawn up by the Nazis for the conduct of life 
in the ghetto, one wonders why they bothered issuing 
ordinance after ordinance to give a pseudo-legal as- 
pect to their spoliations and killings. The predeter- 
mined Nazi program of mass murder was to begin in 
less than two years; in the light of that knowledge, 
the stubborn effort of the 500,000 Jews penned 
within the ghetto to maintain some human standard 
of existence assumes an even more heroic and tragic 
character. 

October 1940 to May 1943—that was to be the life 
span of the Warsaw ghetto. Today one reads with 
awe of that Jewish Council, headed by Adam Czernia- 
kow, which served in the dual role of collective 
hostage and sole intermediary between the ghetto and 
the Nazi authorities. It was the members of the 
Council who had to execute the orders of the enemy; 
it was they whose lives hung daily in the balance if 
there were any infractions of a Nazi edict; and it was 
they who had to organize some kind of an economic, 
religious and cultural life within the ghetto prison. 
These men were, in their way, frontline fighters 
from the beginning and should be honored as such. 

We are amply informed as to the physical condi- 
tions of life in the ghetto. We know of the system- 
atic starvation—as a prelude to the systematic mur- 
der—of the epidemics of typhus without medication, 
of the unheated hovels in which the population froze 
and perished, of the incredible misery to which the 
community had been reduced. The Nazi masters 
themselves have left complacent accounts of life in 
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the ghetto to which no Jewish journalist need add. 
But what is less well known is the extraordinary 
struggle waged in that wretchedness to preserve dig- 
nity and hope. | 

In the Gazeta Zydowska, the official paper of the 
Ghetto published in Polish three times weekly, one 
can read many German ordinances like the one which 
specifies that each one-window room must accommo- 
date no less than three and a half persons. If one 
had no other source of information, that would be 
enough for the least imaginative to get some notion 
of the congestion in the ghetto. What, however, is 
less familiar is that outside these one-window rooms, 
the inhabitants strove to plant window-boxes so that 
some green blade might spring for the people to see, 
or perhaps a tomato or a radish for some child to eat. 
And as late as 1942, hundreds of Jewish boys and 
girls studied agriculture in classes organized by the 
Toporol (Society for the promotion of Agriculture 
among Jews). The sole places where the knowledge 
of the students could be employed were apartment 
house court-yards or balconies. The truck-farming 
diligently taught and studied had no place to flourish 
save some dingy corner of the narrow ghetto streets, 
but who will doubt that every leaf that managed to 
grow on such a plot was a banner of defiance? 


The titles of the various courses organized by the 
Council make strange and bitter reading now. There 
were classes in engraving and watch-making, leather- 
work and architectural drafting. There was even a 
class in “cosmetics”—perhaps the most sadly ironic 
course of all. What dreams of liberation must have 
sustained the students, what expectations of new 
worlds where these laboriously acquired skills could 
be tried! All this went on in the midst of a shifting 
population to which fresh thousands of Jews from 
Germany or other parts of Poland were constantly 
being added, to replace those who were perishing 
each hour of disease, starvation and violence. 

At the same time, the effort to distribute whatever 
food and medical care was available continued. Soup 
kitchens, nurseries, and clinics were established. 
120,000 persons received a plate of soup every day. 
That was their principal meal. The mortality rate 
kept soaring, of course, according to the Nazi plan, 
and the medical knowledge of the great Jewish phy- 
sicians serving in the “clinics” could be of little use 
in the presence of famine without relief and epidemic 
disease without medicines. Nevertheless at the same 
time, be it remembered, there were three Yiddish 
theaters in the ghetto, and one Polish theater. Occa- 
sionally there were even symphonic concerts, though 
no doubt most of the musical instruments—as every- 
thing else of value—had been stolen by the Germans. 
What means the musicians and artists incarcerated in 
the ghetto devised to maintain the spirit of the people 
remains to be told. And in the midst of the horror, 
a Jewish scholar wrote learned articles on the roots 
of Jewish optimism in the Gazeta Zydowska, while 
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little Jewish children composed poems of faith in the 
essential goodness of man—poems which can be read 
today in the bleak pages of the ghetto newspaper. 

This greatness irritated the Germans. Despite the 
infliction of every misery and physical degradation, 
they had not succeeded in the essential degradation. 
Those Jews who managed to survive were intent on 
creating something in the abyss—something which 
angered and frightened the Nazi thugs. Every pre- 
cious value of the human spirit— intellect, magnani- 
mity, belief in a moral order—was still rising out of 
the depths to challenge the zoological world of the 
Nazi. 


Finally, the Germans dropped the shabby mask of 
ordinances and edicts, of “legal” executions, and the 
wholesale assassinations began. No need any more 
for Jewish journalists to pour over the vital statistics 
released by the Nazis and deplore the astronomic mor- 
tality rate and the infinitesimal birth-rate. No need 
any more to force oneself to read the accounts of little 
children shot down for sport by Nazi marksmen or 
thrown down sewer drains. For the Jews of the 
Warsaw ghetto all this is over, but before they went 
down, the Jews of the ghetto wrote a page in the 
history of our time which for agony and glory has no 
counterpart in this war. 


When the “liquidation” of the ghetto through sys- 
tematic murder began in the summer of 1942, the 
human beings within its walls believed that the “civ- 
ilized” world would not let crime on so monstrous a 
scale go unchallenged. They believed, in their art- 
lessness, that the United Nations, the Church, all 
humanity above the level of the beast, would find a 
way to help. This we know from the few who 
escaped to tell their story. When Adam Czerniakow, 
the mayor of the ghetto, killed himself rather than fill 
the daily quota of Jews to be shipped for murder 
in the “extermination centers,’ there was the hope 
that the news of his suicide would inform those out- 
side the ghetto walls of the reality of the unbelievable. 
However, as the knowledge grew that the world 
would assuage its conscience with resolutions of sym- 
pathy, that nothing would be done, the messages that 
continued to come through the underground changed 
in tone. They no longer pleaded primarily for help; 
instead they demanded arms. “At least send us arms, 
so that we can die fighting.” 

We know that somehow arms came. We know, 
through the underground radio, that the last 35,000 
Jews in the ghetto managed to barricade themselves 
in their homes and give battle to their murderers. The 
day came when the Nazi slaughter-squads faced men 
and women and children who were able to fight back 
instead of letting theselves be herded helplessly into 
sealed trains or lethal chambers. The defenders of 
the ghetto all died. Their cause was lost at the out- 
set, but hundreds of Nazis were killed and wounded 
in the course of the battle. 

The details of the struggle cannot be told now. 
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How the arms came, how the resistance was organ- 
ized remains for some future chronicler. We do not 
know the names of the heroes, and we cannot pin 
medals on their breasts—even posthumously. But 
here and there a figure emerges. We all know the 
names of Adam Czerniakow, and of Zygielbojm who 
killed himself in London in protest against the indiff- 
erence of the world. To these names we can now 
add that of Zivia Lubetkin, “The Mother.” 


Zivia, “The Mother,” (die mame) was not old, 
nor did she have children of her own. She lost her 
life, at the age of 28, as a leader of the ghetto’s final 
battle. Young as she was, she was the “mother,” by 
virtue of strength and solicitude, of the crushed, the 
abandoned, the helpless. 

Before the establishment of the ghetto, Zivia had 
been known only as an active and devoted member 
of the Hechalutz. She had lived in a Hechalutz col- 
lective. She was a good comrade and a hard worker. 
When the incarceration began, this simple young girl 
rose to heroic stature. She had the opportunity to 
escape—an opportunity of which men, older and bet- 
ter known than she, did not hesitate to avail them- 
selves—but she chose to share the lot of that great 
majority who could not flee. She was conscious not 
of her destiny, but of her task, and her task became 
her destiny. She knew that one way of preventing 
the inner disintegration of the ghetto youth was to 
preserve the form of the collective as far as possible. 
At first, the Nazis permitted the functioning of the 
Hechalutz groups. After these were disbanded, 
Zivia and her comrades made every effort to maintain 
the spirit of collective action. When the youth of 
the ghetto was taken for slave labor, members of the 
same collective groups would try to go together so as 
to maintain bonds of unity. When the schools for 
the children were shut down, Zivia organized secret 
groups of volunteer teachers, who would go from 
hovel to hovel to maintain morale even at a foodless 
table in an unheated room. Those who had read the 
poems of the ghetto children months earlier knew 
that there was a Zivia in their midst. Someone was 
religiously tending the flame of the human spirit in 
an animal environment. Someone was consciously 
trying to preserve the young from ultimate corruption 
by the oppressor. 


There was another task that Zivia set herself. 
There were other ghettos besides that of Warsaw 
scattered throughout Poland. Contact between these 
islands of misery had to be established, so that the 
doomed within should feel less helpless and forsaken. 
Zivia did not look Jewish. With the assistance of 
Polish underground groups, she and two other Jew- 
ish girls were furnished with Polish passports. It was 
death to be caught leaving the Ghetto, but Zivia took 
the risk and travelled secretly from ghetto to ghetto 
bringing information, directives and hope. An 
“angel” means merely “messenger;” she was that 
messenger. 
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When the mass-deportations for murder began 
and it became clear that no measure of courage or 
endurance would suffice, Zivia, just as she had organ- 
ized for life, began to organize for death. The up- 
rising was carefully planned. We know that Zivia 
and her comrades, with assistance from the Polish 
underground, were the leaders. The tactics of guer- 
rilla warfare were employed. Trenches were dug, and 
each of the 35,000 fought in cellars and behind 
barricaded streets. The Nazis had to bring in light 
tanks, artillery, incendiary bombs and gas, before the 
last ruin of the ghetto stopped smoldering. We are 
told that the battle lasted three weeks, beginning in 
April and ending in May. They are three weeks that 
will not be forgotten in Jewish history. 


There is another circumstance that we must note. 
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The defenders raised a flag to fly from the Ghetto 
wall. It was the Jewish flag—the Star of Zion. 

We know from the poems of the children pub- 
lished in the Gazeta Zydowska how much the hope 
of Palestine, of redemption, had helped to make the 
horrors of daily living seem a nightmare which would 
perhaps pass. The same spirit which had fed what- 
ever of grace and dignity could be summoned became 
the symbol of ultimate resistance. The badge of 
shame became a banner, and the strength which trans- 
formed it, the strength of Zivia and her comrades, 
came from the most ancient as well as the newest 
source of Jewish strength—Zion. In their last mo- 
ment, the Jews of the Warsaw ghetto were not alone. 
They had lost the present, but they raised the flag 
which made them one with the past and with the 
future. 


With the Children from Teheran 


by Bracha Habas (Tel Aviv) ° 


4 


HE FIRST, festive meeting of the Yishuv and the 

716 children from Teheran is over. It is time now 
to get to know these children at somewhat closer 
range, not only because henceforth they are going 
to be citizens of our community, but because their lot 
is typical of the many tens of thousands of our people, 
the vast majority of whom did not live to see the 
day of their liberation. 

Nearly all the children have been wanderers ever 
since the first days of the war, but only a few actually 
came face to face with the Nazi new order. They 
come from all parts of Poland—from around War- 
saw, from Galicia, from Upper Silesia—and many 
are sole survivors of the huge hordes of refugees that 
made their way eastward, across the Russian border, 
in the days of the first Nazi attacks and terror bomb- 
ings in Poland. Some saw their parents get killed 
before their own eyes, or die of disease and starva- 
tion; others were torn away from their families in 
the chaos and confusion. All that we have heard be- 
fore about the lot of the Polish-Jewish refugees in 
Siberia and Ural, of their tossing about in transports 
over the face of the bleak Russian tundras for weeks 
on end, of their toils in the arctic winter in the north- 
ern forests, of the disease, the starvation and the 
oppression, has been verified once again through the 
personal accounts of hundreds of the children. 

The turning point for the refugees was the day 
of Hitler’s attack on Russia. Soon afterwards the 
Soviet Union signed a pact with Poland, and the 
Polish refugees were released from the forced labor 
camps in the woods. There began a trek southward, 


beyond the Iranian border, but only a small portion 
of those who had been transferred to the north suc- 
ceeded in making the way back as far as Uzbekistan. 
Hunger and epidemics in the southern cities and 
along the roads took no less of a toll than the Nazi 
bombings and the labor camps in the north. 

For months on end, masses of children, both Jew- 
ish and Polish, lost to their families or orphaned, 
swollen from hunger and ravaged by contagious dis- 
ease, wandered about aimlessly and helpless. Then 
the Polish army began to be formed. The Jews 
flocked to enlist, but only a few were accepted. At the 
same time the Polish government began gathering 
in the children into institutions and taking them be- 
yond the Russian frontier. But only a few Jewish 
children managed to be included in these transports, 
generally thanks to some connection with the officials 
in charge. That is why most of the arrivals are chil- 
dren of once wealthy parents or of professionals, and 
many have parents who were left behind in the 
transports in Russia. Small wonder that their sadness 
turned to despair when the rumor spread that no 
more refugees would come out of Russia. 

* * * 

I arrived in the camp on Friday afternoon, just 
before the Sabbath. The tense atmosphere of the 
festive reception had not yet evaporated. It commu- 
nicated itself keenly to the driver, an Oriental Jew. 
He could not understand why they did not let him 
take at least one child home with him. He would 
feed him, clothe him and give him an education, so 
that he might become a useful member of the com- 
munity. When I asked whether he could afford it 
he replied: “Why not? I earn a fair living, and if 
one in my position won't take in a child, who will? 
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Where there is food for five, there will be enough 
for six.” 


The barbed wire fence of the Atlith detention 
camp presented the usual picture whenever a new 
group of immigrants arrives. Hands were waving 
on both sides of the fence as relatives strained their 
eyes and their memories to recognize one another 
from the distance. Jewish and British policemen 
were rushing back and forth with suitcases and 
bundles. The youngest of the group that was re- 
leased that day, cleaned up spick and span, were 
doing their bit to move the baggage out. Groups of 
boys and girls gathered on the main street in the 
detention camp on this, their last day as refugees 
and the first as members of a free community. A big 
pile of oranges was stacked outside the mess hall, 
and around it were gangs of children, greedily de- 
vouring the fruit. 


A little boy with bandaged bare feet explained to 
me that the wounds on his feet were dating back to 
Russia. They came from hunger. He came originally 
from Silesia. His father had died in Russia and he 
succeeded in getting here with his mother and three 
sisters. That is why they are so happy to be here. 
The little twelve-year-old girl—much too small for 
her age—is not alone here either. She came to- 
gether with her younger sister, to whom she is very 
much attached. They come from Warsaw, and their 
parents remained behind in Pahlevi, the Iranian port 
where the transports from Russia first landed. The 
girl is pleasant and soft mannered, she speaks with 
wisdom and maturity. Her most persistent question 
is also that of many others: “When will my parents 
come?” 


Youth Aliya officials and the youth leaders with 
the Magen David on their arm bands were busy 
making all the necessary arrangements. The previ- 
ous night they had been working on providing lodg- 
ing and food for the new arrivals, washing and cloth- 
ing them and dividing them among the various 
temporary camps. Miss Henrietta Szold had not yet 
left, and with her were some of the most experienced 
workers in the field. The proper care for so large a 
group of children and the preparations for their nor- 
mal absorption into the Yishuv are no easy matter. 
An.added difficulty is presented by some of the group 
leaders that have come together with the children. 
Among them are some young chalutzim who have 
done their work with great devotion, and some pro- 
fessional teachers and educators, refugees like their 
charges. But there are many who were not fitted 
for the task, who were assigned to it by accident 
under the stress of circumstances. They require spe- 
cial attention now, as do the hundreds of adult 
refugees who are part of the transport. The feeling 
of festive elation is slowly giving way before the 
daily cares of solving all the difficult problems which 
the new arrivals present. 
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Il. 

The day is done. Everyone is tired and the Oneg 
Shabbat program has been postponed until the next 
day. Tomorrow morning, the hundreds of packages 
that have been received as gifts from Palestine’s chil- 
dren will be distributed, and some of the letters that 
have been sent along with them will be read aloud. 
Among them are some messages of cheer and wel- 
come sent by Jewish soldiers from the army camps 
“somewhere in the Middle East.” In the afternoon 
there is to be a general assembly for community sing- 
ing. There the children will have the opportunity 
of singing some of the Palestinian songs their group 
leaders had taught them. Polish is still the dominant 
language among them, though most of them speak 
and understand Yiddish, and a few know Hebrew. 
In the course of their wanderings they have picked 
up some English words and English army songs. 
British army officers were often surprised by this con- 
glomeration of language and song. 

As night fell the children gathered in the bar- 
racks for the evening meal. The intermittent rain 
kept everyone indoors for rest after the long and 
eventful day. Groups of girls gathered around their 
leaders in the barracks. Some were busy making 
their beds, others were playing. Two sisters were 
telling about their mother who died of typhus on 
their way, as they wandered south from Northern 
Russia. I asked them whether they felt that now 
they were among friends. “Of course we do,” they 
answered confidently. 

In another barrack, older youth—16-to-18-year- 
olds—gathered around their group leader who was 
translating the local newspaper for them. When he 
finished, a discussion developed. The youngsters were 
talking freely about their plans and aspirations in 
Palestine. One of the boys spoke in a clear and simple 
Yiddish: 

“When we heard about Palestine in Teheran we 
imagined it to be different from what we have found 
it to be since. We were anxious to get here, but 
were actually afraid of what we might find. But 
when we crossed the desert this side of the Egyptian 
border and saw the green fields and the peasants 
throwing down their tools and running to welcome 
us with open arms, we knew that we had come 
home. The chill which -had filled us suddenly dis- 
appeared, and a warmth which I cannot put into 
words replaced it. When I saw the joyous faces wel- 
coming us at the railroad station, in the streets and 
in the fields, when I heard the soldiers and police- 


men shout greetings of ‘Shalom’ to us, I knew that - 


a turning point in my life had arrived. If only I 
could have my parents and my brothers with me!” 

Another boy said: “What I have lived through 
in Germany and Russia is what has made me a 
Zionist. ‘When I first got to Russia I still believed 
that the Jewish problem might be solved by means 
of socialism, that antisemitism will pass and all peo- 
ples will become free and equal. But after my expe- 
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riences among Germans, Poles and even Russians I 
know that this is an idle dream. There is no other 
way for us but Palestine. I know that it has claimed 
its sacrifices, but how insignificant are the sacrifices 
of malaria and of self-defense here against the mil- 
lions that have perished there, leaving utter despair 
as their only heritage!” 
III. 

While it is true that most of the children have 
managed to survive the bombings, the epidemics and 
the starvation by some miraculous accident, it was 
no accident that brought them to Palestine. Their 
arrival is the final culmination of long and careful 
planning and preparation on the part of the Jewish 
Agency. When the children were still dispersed 
throughout the refugee camps of Southern Russia, 
a representative of the Agency, who came from Jeru- 
salem to Teheran, began negotiations with the Polish 
government concerning the percentage of Jewish 
children to be included in the transport that was to 
leave Russia. The first transports of the second mass 
“evacuation” from Russia, which involved a total of 
26,000 people, began to arrive in Pahlevi on August 
11, 1942. A. Rudnitski, a Labor Zionist leader and 
the official representative of the Palestine Office in 
Teheran, had been there for two weeks previous to 
that day, charged with the responsibility of caring 
for the children from the time of their arrival there 
until they reached Atlith. He too was a refugee from 
Poland who had been separated from most of his 
family, had lost his son under tragic circumstances, 
wandered through the breadth of Russia, 500 miles 
of it on foot. He spent his first Sabbath in Palestine 
together with the children in the internment camp, 
and here, by the barbed wire fence, he told of his 
meeting with the first Jewish refugees that had man- 
aged to reach Iran. 

The first trains which had brought thousands of 
Poles across the Russian border contained no Jews 
at all. Then the first Jewish adults began to make 
their appearance, but no children. Finally the chil- 
dren began to arrive also. Together with a Pales- 
tinian who worked with super-human devotion he 
would go out to meet the trainloads. They would 


pass from child to child, lantern in hand, and try, 


to discover which children were Jewish by the fea- 
tures of their faces. The children were emaciated, 
broken down in spirit and frightened to death. Many 
of them refused to admit that they were Jewish for 
fear lest they be taken out of the transport into which 
they managed to get in after long waiting and much 
difficulty. Some of the Jewish children even wore 
crosses for protection. 

The Jewish Agency had set up a special barrack 
in Pahlevi, and it is there that all the Jews had 
gathered. One-time members of Zionist youth move- 
ments in Poland lent a helping hand in taking the 
Jewish children out of the transports and in caring 
for them. Getting to speak to them was no easy 
matter. They were much too mature for their age. 
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Many had engaged in “commerce” on the crowded 
streets of cities filled with refugees: children of 
eight had supported their entire families with the 
income of their petty trade. Their experience had 
made them over-suspicious of strangers, hardened, 
even cynical. 

So 730 children were gathered. More had come, 
but some did not survive the period of waiting. It 
was the task of the representative of the Palestine 
Office to bring them to their eternal peace, and so 
a little corner of tiny Jewish graves can now be 
found on the cemetery of far-away Pahlevi. 

But the spirits of the survivors were rising from 
day to day. As soon as they learned that a representa- 
tive of Palestine was in their midst, they gained con- 
fidence even in their dealings with the Poles. When 
the man arrived in the mixed children’s home and 


.said a few words in Yiddish, the faces of the Jewish 


children radiated joy. One of them turned to his 
Polish neighbor and said: “See, that man is my rep- 
resentative. From now on you'd better not touch 
me.” 

By September 15 all the known Jewish children 
had been transferred to Teheran and placed in the 
Jewish children’s home. But there were still some 
scattered among the Poles. Many had changed their 
names and their habits so as not to be detected. Some 
children even had themselves baptized in the hope of 






In Teheran gan, wait- 
ing alternately ; children 
from Pahlevi wek wetp taken out 
of the five large ree ps in Teheran 


itself. One of the yo cl engaged in 
this work of finding ne Sey) dsen/ in the 
Polish camp related sme ORE Nero expe- 
riences. 

Two orphaned children—the brother twelve, the 
sister eight—after long wandering finally arrived at 
a registration point for Polish refugees. The boy in- 
vented a Polish name and registered himself and 
his sister. When they got to Pahlevi, the boy learned 
of the existence of the Jewish children’s home and 
decided to transfer there. His sister, meanwhile, who 
had been sick, was in a hospital where Christian 
teachings were inculcated in her. He tried to per- 
suade her to leave and go along with him, but she 
refused to listen. Her friends likewise failed to 
change her mind, until finally one Jewish girl, a 
worker in the Jewish children’s home, disregarded 
the danger to herself, went into the hospital and took 
the child away with her. 

There was a near-tragedy with a boy of two, who 
had taken sick and was put into a Polish hospital 
where he was baptized. He was returned to the Jew- 
ish children’s home one day before the group left 
for Palestine, thanks to the photograph on the iden- 
tification card which the Palestine Office prepared 
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for every child, to be worn on its chest. at all times. 

It should be noted that some of these cases were 
due to the confusion that had reigned in the refugee 
camps in their early days. There was even a case 
of a Polish child having been kept in the Jewish 
children’s home for some time, before the mistake 
was discovered. It finally became necessary to estab- 
lish a special Polish-Jewish commission to investi- 
gate doubtful cases. The commission did not always 
reach a unanimous decision. This caused the Jews 
much aggravation, but on the other hand it hap- 
pened several times that Poles brought over Jewish 
children to the Jewish authorities of their own accord. 

The children’s dominant concern is for the saving 
of their parents and relatives. The separation from 
them has only increased their sense of responsibility 
for their welfare, especially since’ it usually came 
after long periods of sharing the hazards of refugee 
life. Longing and concern for their parents would 
reach its peak—Rudnitski related—particularly on 
the Jewish holidays. A group of children that had 
no religious upbringing arranged services on Rosh 
Hashanah to pray for the safety of their parents. 
Bitter, hysterical sobbing spread throughout the 
camp, and it stopped only after the children were 
solemnly promised that everything possible would 
be done to reunite them with their families. 

Just as striking is the extreme devotion and attach- 
ment of members of a family to one another. One 
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of the group leaders told me what he himself had 
witnessed on the way from Pahlevi to Teheran: 
Three children of one family noticed that their little 
brother was accidentally left in the middle of the 
road. As the truck taking them to their destination 
was speeding by, they jumped off and stayed behind, 
even though they knew that they may well have 
missed their last chance of escape. 

Generally, the group leaders have expressed their 
satisfaction over the state of the children, despite all 
that they have been through. Only a very small num- 
ber is retarded in their physical or mental develop- 
ment. The moral level, too, is generally satisfactory. 
It was difficult to eradicate the habit of tying up 
one’s few bundles as one’s private property, and it 
was almost impossible to interest the children in 
study during the months of waiting in Teheran, after 
they had been out of school for years. Whatever was 
done in this respect was accomplished thanks to the 
influence of the living Palestine—through song, story 
and holiday observance. Most successful were the 
work-shops, where the children were taught shoe- 
making, sewing and knitting. Over it all hovered the 
spirit of Palestine, personified by Tzipporah Shertok, 
who worked with the children tirelessly, day and 
night, and acted as their guardian angel from the 
moment of her arrival in Teheran until the group 
finally set out on the last lap of their long and ardu- 
ous journey home. 


Lessing Rosenwald Seconds Ibn Saud 


by Hayim Greenberg 


WE DO not know what was the effect upon the 

American public of the interview with King 
Ibn Saud which was published in a recent issue 
of Life. The general press has ignored it almost 
completely, and the politically unsophisticated read- 
ers of the illustrated weekly must have been more 
impressed, we surmise, with the exotic pictures of 
Arab desert life and the piquant descriptions of His 
Majesty’s legitimate polygamy than with his views 
on the political status of the Jews in Palestine. But 
at least one American’ Jew—to wit, Mr. Lessing J. 
Rosenwald—was visibly impressed by the romantic 
monarch of Saudi-Arabia, so much so that—as may 
be seen from his own article in the June 28th issue 
of the same magazine—he is ready to stretch his hand 
out to him and offer him his full assistance. 

The ruler of the Arab peninsula is a sharp oppo- 
nent of Zionism, primarily on religious grounds. The 
holy scriptures of Islam teach us, he hinted in the 
above-mentioned interview, that the Jews are a 
cursed people, forever destined to wander upon the 
face of the earth without a home of their own, either 
in Palestine or anywhere else. It is true that the pious 


king did not take the trouble of citing chapter and 
verse in support of his assertion, but since he learned 
the Arabic alphabet—any alphabet, in fact—at the 
tender age of twenty and is today a man well ad- 
vanced in years, his word might perhaps be taken 
on the assumption that he has had sufficient time to 
acquaint himself thoroughly with the Moslem texts. 
We are, after all, no more than infidels, unworthy of 
challenging the pious king’s knowledge of his 
own scriptures. What is important is that an Amer- 
ican Jew who professes his ideological bond with the 
notorious “American Council for Judaism” is in such 
complete agreement with Ibn Saud: he too believes 
that Jews have no claim to Palestine nor, for that 
matter, to any other portion of the globe. And most 
interesting of all is the fact that Mr. Rosenwald, too, 
is inspired by lofty religious motives. 

For the sake of complete accuracy it must be ad- 
mitted that in one respect Mr. Rosenwald and Ibn 
Saud are not in total agreement. Mr. Rosenwald, 
not being a Moslem, is not obligated to believe in 
the Koran; he therefore does not accept Ibn Saud’s 
contention that the Jews are laboring under a Provi- 
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dential malediction. On the contrary: one might 
conclude from the tone of his junior-high-school com- 
position that landlessness is a blessing bestowed upon 
his “‘co-religionists,” that Zionists, in their stubborn- 
ness, refuse to recognize the beneficent effects of this 
blessing and are unable to grasp the profound 
thought that “there is no historical or organic rela- 
tionship between Judaism as a world religion and 
national statehood.” For a minute one might have 
thought that before us was a man who was preaching 
poverty as a religious tenet, that the Jews were a sort 
of a Franciscan order whose mission it was to live 
an ascetic life, away from the vanities of the tem- 
poral world. But we happen to know something 
of Mr. Rosenwald’s social landscape, enough at least 
to be certain that neither he nor his associates have 
much in common with religious asceticism. His 
“theory” is not a sublimation of poverty or property- 
lessness but the familiar doctrine of Reform Juda- 
ism that the Jews have long ceased to be a people, 
that they are but a religious community, and since 
their religion is universal it is ipso facto open to every 
human creature. How can one expect to have a 
Jewish state, if there are no longer any Jews in the 
world? The identity of the Jews as a separate people 
is only the figment of the imagination of the Ku 
Klux Klan, the Nazis and .. . the Zionists. 

Mr. Rosenwald seems quite sure of himself in ex- 
pounding these views on religion and nationality. 
But if he had really taken the trouble to learn a 
little more about these things than he seems to have 
acquired in the Sunday School of a Reform temple, 
he would have come across an extensive literature on 
the sociology of ethnic groups and might have even 
been able to grasp the simple truth that there are 
no purely objective criteria that can be applied to 
determine whether or not a given group constitutes 
a people. If there is a large number of individuals 
who feel bound together as a national group and who 
desire to continue their existence as such, it is foolish 
to maintain that such a collective entity does not 
exist. Their subjective consciousness assumes objec- 
tive significance. The fact that there are so many 
millions of Jews—in Europe, in Asia, in his own 
America—who identify themselves as a people with 
their own destiny, with the drama of their own 
history, with common hopes and aspirations for the 
future, should have given Mr. Rosenwald cause to 
stop repeating the perverse nonsense on which he 
and others like him have been brought up. In the 
worst case he might have reserved the right to assert 
that he himself did not feel a part of the Jewish 
people, that he had no share in its collective con- 
sciousness. No one would have troubled about such 
an assertion. But when one denies the existence of 
a significant and very obvious sociological fact only 
because it does not fit in with one’s escapist theories, 
one becomes merely a subject for a psychoanalytical 
study. 
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It is not our intention to enter into polemics with 
Mr. Rosenwald concerning his views on the character 
of Jewish religion. That Judaism is in its essence a 
universalistic religion is far from being a discovery 
of Reform. Every Jew has known it for thousands of 
years. A religion which culminates in the belief in 
messianic salvation embracing all of mankind (one 
might even say, the entire universe) is, clearly, uni- 
versalistic: no wonder it has given birth to two such 
world-religions as Christianity and Islam. But: his- 
torically the traditional Jew has never accepted the 
foolish and basically pathological theory that just 
because his people has created a universalistic reli- 
gion—or has been the medium through which that 
religion has been revealed—it, the people, should 
disappear from the face of the earth. It is not our 
business to inquire from Mr. Rosenwald how often 
he prays, but he knows no doubt that there are still 
millions of Orthodox Jews who pray three times 
daily, 365 days a year, that their prayers give expres- 
sion to at least as much universalism as all the bor- 
rowed blessings and benedictions chanted in the mil- 
lionaires’ Reform temples, and that “nationalism,” 
belief in the future existence and the political recon- 
stitution of their people, is one of their most cherished 
dogmas. Is their Jewishness perhaps not as genuine 
as that of Mr. Rosenwald and his spiritual guides? 
Are they guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable devia- 
tion from the historic course of Judaism which Mr. 
Rosenwald charts in his article? It is sufficient merely 
to pose the question in order to see in what ludicrous 
light Mr. Rosenwald appears. Let us try to imagine 
for a moment an Arab Rosenwald appealing to the 
Arab people that since it has given birth to a world- 
religion (we must not forget that statistically and by 
virtue of the expansionist power it has revealed 
throughout its history Islam is much more of a 
“world-religion” than Judaism), Arabs should cease 
to exist as a nation and give up all claim to lands 
and states of their own. 

Mr. Rosenwald cuts just as pitiful a figure with 
his other anti-Zionist arguments. Palestine, he claims, 
is too small and not sufficiently fertile, and therefore 
“the number of settlers that Palestine can accommo- 
date is limited.” Instead of acquainting himself with 
the facts based on serious study and careful calcula- 
tion—if he only wanted to take the trouble he 
could easily obtain access to the wealth of material 
about the absorptive capacity of Palestine prepared 
by a number of important experts of the United 
States Department of Agriculture who have had oc- 
casion to visit the country in recent years—he is 
content with repeating a pet phrase which was al- 
ready discredited twenty-five years ago, even before 
the Jewish settlers had demonstrated what can be 
accomplished in Palestine by a constant application 
of energy, ingenuity and will-power. But if one might 
still be forgiven for one’s inability—or unwilling- 
ness—to learn about the potentialities of Palestine, 
gross ignorance about historical facts which pertain 
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directly to the subject one undertakes to discuss pub- 
licly, is surely unpardonable. It appears from Rosen- 
wald’s article that the present-day Zionist demand 
for the establishment of Palestine as the Jewish Com- 
monwealth has nothing at all in common with the 
obligations Great Britain assumed twenty-six years 
ago, when the Balfour Declaration was issued. But 
this is no longer a question of personal opinion or 
evaluation; it is simply a question of knowing the 
facts. 

The perusal of a single page in a little ten-cent 
pamphlet published recently by the American Jewish 
Committee* (an organization with which Mr. Rosen- 
wald, we believe, is not unfamiliar) might have 
taught our gentleman a few interesting facts. Lord 
Balfour himself surely knew what he had in mind 
when he issued his now historic declaration. It might 
therefore be worth recalling what he said about it 
at a meeting of the British War Cabinet in October, 
1917, a few weeks before the Declaration was made 
public: “It did not necessarily involve the early es- 
tablishment of an independent Jewish state, which 
was a matter of gradual development in accordance 
with the ordinary laws of political evolution.” (As 
quoted by David Lloyd George in “The Truth About 
the Peace Treaties,” Vol. II, p. 1137.) The present 
Prime Minister of England, Mr. Winston Churchill, 
who occupied the position of Secretary of War in 
the first World War, declared in 1920 that the sense 
of the Balfour Declaration was the establishment “by 
the banks of the Jordan (of) a Jewish state under 
the protection of the British Crown.” David Lloyd 
George, who speaks about the Balfour Declaration 
with the authority of the man who stood at the head 
of the British government between 1916 and 1922, 
stated clearly that it was the intention of the Cabinet 
to provide the Jews with the opportunity of becom- 
ing a majority in Palestine and thus laying the foun- 
dation for the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth. President Wilson gave a similar 
interpretation of the Balfour Declaration when he 
stated, in 1919, that “the Allied nations, with the 
fullest concurrence of our Government and our 
people, are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the 
foundation of a Jewish Commonwealth.” One of two 
possibilities, then, must hold: either Mr. Rosenwald 
does not know what he is talking about, or Lord 
Balfour, Lloyd George, General Smuts, Churchill, 
Wilson and the others did not know what they were 
talking about. 

There is no point in dwelling at any length on 
some of Mr. Rosenwald’s other objections to Zion- 
ism, on his subtle appeal to the cowardice of a certain 
type of Jew, who is afraid of a Jewish state lest he 
be deprived of his civil rights and even forcibly 
ejected from his country of domicile on account of it; 
or on his emphatic assertion that since Palestine is 





* Palestine in the New World, New York, 1943 (Jewish Post- 
War Problems, Unit VI), p. 55. 
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the holy land of three great religions, a Jewish state 
cannot be established there. For many hundreds of 
years the sacred places of all religions in Palestine 
enjoyed the protection of a Moslem state, and there 
is no doubt that if a Jewish state is not established a 
Moslem-Arab state will be founded there. Yet no 
one seems particularly alarmed over the prospect: 
There are adequate international means of protecting 
the holy places of all religions regardless of whether 
the country is Jewish or Arab. It takes more than the 
average amount of self-degradation for a Jew to pro- 
claim in public that Jews could not be entrusted with 
the guardianship over the holy shrines of other reli- 
gions. 

And as if all this were not enough, Mr. Rosenwald 
found it necessary to equate Zionism with “the racist 
theories and the nationalistic philosophies . . . that 
have caused untold suffering to the world, and par- 
ticularly to the Jews.” After the destruction of who 
knows how many millions of Jews in Europe because 
of a zoological race theory, Mr. Rosenwald could find 
no other word of consolation and encouragement for 
the great bulk of his “co-religionists” than to accuse 
them of a Jewish, homespun version of Hitlerism. 
It would be below the dignity of any Jew to polemi- 
cize with a man who has stooped to the moral level 
of informing the millions of non-Jewish readers 
of Life that a native brand of Nazism is on the 
rampage among Jews, of heaping condemnation and 
abuse upon millions of Jews—today, in June 1943. 

For a liberal Jew, such as Mr. Rosenwald pretends 
to be, the New Testament is certainly not a forbidden 
book. If he looks into it for a minute, he might find 
a verse which will soothe his conscience whenever 
it should happen to trouble him a bit (Luke, XXIII, 
34): 

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” 





Our Representatives 


We are happy to advise the friends of the JEwisH 
FRONTIER in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Akron and Louisville 
that our representative, Mr. MosHE Berman, has fully 
recovered from his recent serious illness. In the course 
of his stay in these cities, Mr. Berman has succeeded not 
only in adding many hundreds of readers to the FRONTIER 
but also in making many friends for Labor Palestine. 
(Mr. Berman has himself lived in a Kibbutz for eighteen 
years.) In the coming months Mr. Berman will visit 
several more cities in Ohio, as well as communities in the 
states of Tennessee, Texas and California. 

ProFEssor I. STERNBERG, who, as has already been 
announced, has agreed to give his services to the JEWISH 
FRONTIER for the summer months, has already visited the 
Twin Cities and will cover Wisconsin and Missouri in 
the course of July. Profesor Sternberg teaches languages 
at the Evelett Junior College and is also connected with 
the University of Minnesota General Extension Division. 

The cooperation of our friends with the FRONTIER rep- 
resentatives will be appreciated. 

THE MANAGEMENT 
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Charles Péguy and the Calling of Israel 


by Albert Salomon 


T IS fortunate, indeed, that a small volume of 
essays and poems by Charles Peguy has at last 
been published in an English translation.* Charles 
Peguy is almost unknown in America. His works have 
received little attention in the English speaking coun- 
tries, where the intellectual and spiritual movements 
of modern France have not been considered as im- 
portant as similar movements in Germany. The 
newly published translation makes it possible to in- 
troduce a thinker whose personality may become an 
image of spiritual heroism to the youth of post-war 
Europe. 

Charles Peguy, born in 1873 at Orleans, the town 
of Joan of Arc, was proud to have descended from 
a long line of workers and peasants. Because of his 
unusual intellectual gifts, he succeeded in getting the 
best scholarships in high school and college. He was 
an outstanding student at the Ecole Normale, but 
did not take his degree. In 1899 he joined the So- 
cialist Party and opened a Socialist bookshop. In the 
following year, however, he revolted against the 
Party and from that time was completely independent 
of all formal allegiances and affiliations. He founded 
the Cahiers de la Quinzaine, a fortnightly in which 
he and a number of friends dealt with the philosoph- 
ical, moral and religious aspects of the social and 
political problems of the time. Most of his own writ- 
ings appeared in this periodical. His influence grew 
steadily and spread beyond all party lines. Barres 
and Suarez were as much affected by the power of 
Peguy as were Maritain and Bergson. Mounier and 
the social Catholics in France have gratefully ac- 
knowledged what they owe to Peguy. When the 
war broke out in 1914, he volunteered for the front. 
He was killed in action on September 5th, 1914, 
when the battle of the Marne was already won. A 
short time before the war he wrote: “Blessed are 
those who died in great battles, stretched out on the 
ground in the face of God. Blessed are those who 
died in a just war. Blessed is the wheat that is ripe 
and the wheat that is gathered in sheaves.” 

What was the power that radiated from this man 
and what is the significance of his work? Barres once 
told how he had been trying to persuade Peguy that 
it was right to use the established political and in- 
tellectual institutions to gain security for his own 
family as well as to extend the influence of his ideas. 
Peguy was indignant. He answered that his task 
could be performed only in the solitude of absolute 
independence. Like some of the Christian humanists 
of the sixteenth century, Peguy was aware that there 





* Charles Peguy: “Basic Verities.” Rendered into English by Ann 
and Julian Green. Pantheon Books, Inc., New York. 1943. $2.75. 


are moments in the history of man when people 
who have a vocation must renounce the established 
social patterns and the well-organized institutions in 
order to reestablish in the very modes of living and 
thinking the lost intensity of life. Erasmus called 
this vocation “the quest for Christian Liberty.” 
Peguy’s life and work were conceived in the tradition 
of this humanism. He cast the purity and power of 
his personality in the battle for freedom, challenging 
all social and ecclesiastical institutions. This eager- 
ness to fight for the unity of the human personality 
and the uncompromising pursuit of this goal consti- 
tute the grandeur of his achievement. “We have 
never betrayed the spirit,” was the guiding star of 
Peguy’s life. Peguy never ceased repeating that we 
shall be capable of experiencing the fullness of the 
spiritual and temporal life only if we have the purity 
and integrity to search for perfections gua perfections. 
He was puzzled when people spoke of his “philos- 
ophy.” He was firmly convinced that his was a very 
humble task: to reestablish the innocence and the 
good conscience of common sense. Peguy was of the 
opinion that we are completely misled by our scien- 
tific type of education and have forgotten that all 
great and important verities are simple and unsophis- 
ticated. This was his vocation: to blend the social 
problems of the bourgeois world with the humanistic 
problem of reestablishing the dignity and complete- 
ness of the free man and citizen. Peguy was keenly 
aware that there is evil in the world and he was 
convinced that man is sometimes capable of victory 
over it. Finally, he was certain that if we are to find 
remedies for our deficiencies and faults, we can find 
them only through our participation in a spiritual 
order. For three centuries humanism and the reli- 
gious spirit had been separated because of an artificial 
and pseudo-scientific way of thinking. In his own 
life he struggled again to merge these two major 
heritages of European civilization. 


In the last decades of the nineteenth century it 
was only natural for an independent-minded, sensi- 
tive young European to revolt against the established 
patterns of society. Most people labelled this nega- 
tive attitude socialism, a term that covered many 
different ideas. Peguy’s socialism certainly had little 
in common with Marx’ Prussian conception of 
the class struggle. Peguy’s socialism sprang from 
a pious devotion to the old-fashioned virtues of the 
common people, the workers and the peasants and 
the craftsmen of France. They had inherited a faith 
in the dignity and honor of labor, they were proud 
of achieving perfection as a personal victory over 
brute matter. Poverty was their destiny. But it was 








20 


a noble simplicity, a sober and clean way of life. 
This was an asceticism without rigor and compulsion, 
it was the wisdom of common sense and of modera- 
tion, an awareness of the essential purposes and pos- 
sibilities of life. This was a pattern of life that came 
closest to the military ideal that Peguy cherished as 
another aspect of his positive belief in the “blessing 
of poverty.” Comradeship and friendship, authority 
and obedience, discipline and courage, are best real- 
ized in the ascetic nobility of the soldier who is not 
confused and hampered by the temptations and se- 
ductions of the secular life of the modern bourgeoisie. 
The poor man and the soldier are the two dominating 
images of Peguy’s socialism. 


Peguy draws a sharp distinction between the pov- 
erty of his socialism and the misery of the worker in 
capitalist society. It is the modern capitalistic bour- 
geoisie that has killed that ethos of labor which had 
made poverty a productive and positive virtue of 
the working people. The bourgeoisie has transformed 
the productive worker into an object of exploitation, 
a servant of the all-powerful machine. This is misery, 
degrading and dehumanizing, because it eliminates 
honor, meaning and personality from the life of the 
workers. The world of the modern bourgeoisie is 
the world of abstract money-institutions. Money 
rules everyhting, Peguy repeats again and again. 
People believe that everything can be bought for 
money. Avarice and venality are the psychological 
products of this world of moral disintegration. In the 
past, common bonds united patron and worker, 
manorial lord and peasant. They shared in some 
common work and in common responsibilities. To- 
day the common people are left alone, alone with 
the misery of an empty and meaningless life. The 
ruling classes have no longer any responsibilities and 
obligations towards the common people; there is no 
longer any unity among all groups of the community. 


Most conspicuous is this breakdown of common 
ties and social obligations in the sphere of scholar- 
ship and learning. According to Peguy, the modern 
intellectuals constitute a class by themselves, and are 
ruled by their vested interests. They have become 
technicians and experts, functionaries and employees. 
Gone is the old zeal of the learned to preserve and to 
carry on the moral and spiritual standards of society 
as a whole. Peguy’s searching analyses of the posi- 
tion of the intellectual in the modern world present 
another aspect of his struggle for the socialism of 
. the pure and decent life. Peguy is alarmed about the 
perspectives of the bourgeois world. The learned will 
become completely involved in the web of institu- 
tions which serve the economic and social interests 
of the ruling class. They will be hired in order to 
develop scientific devices for building up the most 
efficient and formidable institutions of power. They 
will establish the most advanced society which his- 
tory has ever known, but it will be a society in 
which we will know more and more about less and 
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less. In the face of this danger, Peguy is determined 
to teach the young to rediscover the essentials, the 
“basic verities.” This is the only way to bring back 
into existence man in his purity and intensity, in his 
dignity and humility, standing bare-headed under the 
thunders of God. Peguy is convinced that the estab- 
lishment of socialism in this world deserves the full 
heroism of human integrity, but first we must learn 
that socialism is not an end in itself. The secular 
salvation of a humanistic socialism is not enough if 
it is not simultaneously directed toward spiritual 
salvation. 


II 


Throughout his work, Peguy refers to the Dreyfus 
affair as having opened his eyes to the incentives and 
motives of human action in the modern world. He 
often reiterates that it is a great privilege to live in 
times of such crises. They question and break the 
habits and patterns of an established society. Crises 
are the articulations of the historical process. They 
force men to face the fundamental issues and the 
basic decisions which seldom appear in their radical 
severity when obscured by the mechanisms of well- 
established habits and patterns of conduct. Crises 
test the vitality and strength of human institutions. 
Such institutions as states and churches will survive 
only when the belief in their positive value as a genu- 
ine way of life is not shaken by their failures and 
their unfulfilled promises. Peguy calls these beliefs 
mystiques, including under that term not only re- 
ligious beliefs, but political and social beliefs as well. 
There is a socialist and democratic mystique just as 
there was a Republican mystique and a Jewish and 
Christian mystique in the Dreyfus affair. No institu- 
tion can endure without such a mystique, the presence 
of which is understood by its members as a way of 
life, an integrating and vital power in building up 
human lives. It is this very “mysticism” for which 
people have given and are giving their lives. Whether 
the “mysticism” refers to democracy or to religion 
does not matter. What matters only is that the be- 
lief is intelligible and reasonable, not irrational and 
arbitrary. All the institutions which now seem 
matter-of-fact and banal, like the ballot, free speech 
and free worship, have been established by the anony- 
mous heroism of unknown believers. It is this living 
spirit of democratic justice and of liberal purity that 
constituted the mystique of the Dreyfus affair. 

However, the creative power of mystique is killed 
by the vested interests of political and social institu- 
tions. In all spheres of life the “mystical” beliefs are 
intertwined with the interests of the political, social 
or ecclesiastical institutions. Principles and ideals, 
however lofty their aims, become involved in the con- 
flicts and competitions of the secular world. That is 
what Peguy calls politique. All mystique ends in 
politique. Peguy experienced the operation of this 
cruel law in the Dreyfus affair. He broke with Jaures 
and the Socialist Party when he felt that they be- 
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trayed the Republican mystique and exploited their 
victory for spoils. As Peguy neatly put it: “Republi- 
can mystique means to die for democracy, politique 
to live off it.” 

III 


If history is ruled by this dialectical movement of 
mystique and politique, one can find little meaning 
in those philosophies of history that are based on the 
concept of “progress.” History is a human concern. 
Rise and decline, growth and decay, consummation 
and death are natural categories of history. It is im- 
possible to prove that the price we pay for our vic- 
tories in eliminating obstacles is worthwhile. Peguy 
flatly refused to recognize the category of progress 
as a valid concept of history. There are Plato, Des- 
cartes and Bergson, but there is no progressive move- 
ment leading from one to another. What matters is 
not the fact of victory and conquest, but the uncon- 
ditional devotion to truth, the heroic effort to re- 
examine time and again established concepts in the 
light of new experiences and the vision which makes 
it possible to grasp a variety of worlds in the diverse 
aspects of the universe. All beliefs, political, social 
and religious are subject to the law of decay, to the 
metamorphosis into “politics.” Peguy’s insistence on 
this law of history indicates his basic concern—the 
effort to realize the fullest and richest perfection of 
human potentialities in the unconditional and spon- 
taneous pursuit of ideal goods. The true ideal goods 
are those which bring salvation from the evil which 
is a part of and in the world. Salvation can be tem- 
poral, a revolution in the social and secular sphere. 
Peguy, however, was imbued with the messianic 
awareness that temporal salvation is meaningful only 
when referring to spiritual salvation. Peguy’s social- 
ism and republicanism are different aspects of the 
same ardent desire to work for remedying evil in the 
world. His vigorous effort was directed toward the 
clarification of this issue in the modern world. The 
temporal revolution of socialism is possible only as 
the secular aspect of the spiritual revolution. No 
Humanist revolution can be effective without a spir- 
itual renascence. The Kingdom of God will be fully 
realized in ourselves only in so far as we have suc- 
ceeded to establish its reflection in the terrestrial City. 

Since his youth Peguy has been preoccupied with 
the mystery and the destiny of Joan of Arc. For Peguy, 
Joan of Arc is the greatest saint because she is the 
only saint who succeeded in connecting the two re- 
sponsibilities of secular and spiritual salvation. The 
secular revolution is the humanistic effort. It can 
materialize only when carried on by the mysticism 
of justice as the norm of living equity among men. 
But justice cannot be comprehended except as flow- 
ing from the source of divine order. Throughout his 
work, Peguy returns to the problem of the interaction 
of grace and nature. Like Erasmus, he invites his 
followers to dare the highest efforts in order to be- 
come worthy of enjoying divine grace. Grace is not 
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the result of an irrational will of the Divinity. It 
comes into being in the cooperation between the 
highest devotion and abandonment of man to the 
divine and the embracing and blessing counter-move 
of God. 

In 1914 Peguy wrote: “The tree of grace and the 
tree of nature have intertwined their trunks in solemn 
knots; they have confounded their fraternal destiny 
to such extent that it is the same essence and the 
same being.” This theory of grace makes it evident 
that humanistic heroism will be complete only when 
merged with the obligations imposed upon man par- 
ticipating in a spiritual order. In an unforgettable 
passage, Peguy points to the gap between Greek 
humanistic heroism and Jewish-Christian faith. 
Homer’s heroes looked at their gods with an envy 
mixed with contempt; with envy because these gods 
had nothing to desire, nothing to wish; with con- 
tempt because they missed the intensity of human 
lives, with their tensions, victories and defeats, risks 
and adventures. That is the superiority of the heroic 
effort over ready-made perfection without com- 
bat and effort. It is the great merit of the spiritual 
religions to have made possible the knowledge of 
the human world as referring to and materializing 
the potentialities of a spiritual universe. Because of 
this they surpassed and superseded the credo of clas- 
sical heroism. The vision of a spiritual universe made 
it possible to deepen the mood of expectation into a 
basic attitude of hope and the subjective feelings of 
sympathy into an objective and universal habitus of 
love. The striving for salvation and the recurrent 
clarification of the issues of redemption that are in- 
volved in this Messianic longing are the criteria for 
man’s intermediate position between the world of 
nature and the world of God. Peguy has passionately 
presented the thesis that salvation is not a definite 
fact. It is a continuous process in which hope and 
faith support the never-ceasing efforts of man to 
establish salvation here and now. The true spiritual 
salvation can come onlv when the temporal salvation 
has made transparent the final and spiritual need for 
the kingdom of God. In the final analysis true 
Humanism and true religion cannot be separated. 
For the final conquest of evil, God and man need 
each other in the mutual cooperation between heroic 
effort and embracing grace. 


IV. 


The process of salvation is not yet completed. 
The mission of the saviors is only too often defeated 
by the inertia of man, caught in the web of the 
institutions he has created. However, where there 
is dire need, saviors will arise and again take up 
the work of salvation. Here is the lasting place and 
the perennial function of the Hebrew race in the 
scale of Peguv’s catholicity. Time and again the 
Jews have produced the prophets and the wise men 
who have forced their reluctant nation to recognize 
its wickedness and heed the call to temporal and 
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spiritual salvation. Holiness is not enough if it re- 
mains in the sphere of personal perfection. What 
is at stake is the salvation of the whole community, 
of the whole City. You cannot achieve anything in 
the secular world that does not refer to the com- 
mands of the Eternal Being. There still is and will 
be evil and injustice in the world. They arouse our 
indignation and spur us to revolt because we live 
under the commandments of an eternal order. This 
was the vision of the Hebrew prophets and sages and 
even today it remains the guiding star of Jewish 
destiny. No Gentile in the modern world has praised 
the Hebrew race for this recurrent contribution to 
the salvation of man here and now as did Peguy in 
the forty pages of his Notre Jeunesse in which he 
analyzed the elements which shared in the victory 
of the Dreyfus affair. 


What is it that fascinates Peguy in the Hebrew 
race? Peguy is profoundly impressed by the para- 
doxical unity of unrest and patience, which he con- 
sidered the unique quality of Jewish character. The 
Jews have been harassed for centuries and yet the 
race has survived. This is their secret and their last- 
ing fascination for Peguy. Jewish history explains 
the constant patience of the Jews; they will always 
find life bearable and will try to convince others 
that it could be worse. They will examine all aspects 
of a situation until they find in it some meaning and 
positive value. This patience is full of a sublime 
melancholy; it is the sadness of a race that is in- 
vested with the dignity of suffering for the sake of 
God. But this patience is accompanied by a contin- 
uous unrest that springs from the presence of the 
eternal in their critical awareness of the wrongs of 
man. For Peguy the Jews are unique human beings 
who have never been completely corrupted by the 
establishments of the world. They are always pre- 
pared to fold their tents and start on another forty- 
year sojourn in the desert. It is true that the average 
Jew is an average human being. The ambitions of 
the contemporary Jew are very modest. “The whole 
policy of Israel is to make no noise in the world, to 
purchase peace with prudent silence. Israel wishes 
to be forgotten. It still has so many smarting 
bruises . . . not a square inch of its skin that does 
not smart with pain, that is not full of old bruises, 
old contusions, dull pain, the memory of dull pain, 
scars, wounds, lacerations from the East or from the 
West. This people bears its own battle scars and 
those of all the other races. . . . But the whole 
mystique of Israel demands that it should pursue its 
resounding and painful mission. Hence extraordinary 
lacerations, the most painful of inner antagonisms 
between mystique and politique. A people of mer- 
chants, and at the same time a people of prophets.” 


These reflections on the meaning of Jewish history 
and the mystery of the Jewish character lead to those 
unforgettable pages in which Peguy draws the por- 
trait of his friend Bernard Lazare, the French Jewish 
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writer who was in the forefront of the struggle for 
Dreyfus. The Dreyfus family treated Lazare like a 
professional advocate who is to be paid for his ser- 
vices, a kind of adviser in the shrewd tricks of politics. 
Reverently Peguy searches for the words that will 
evoke the image of the beloved friend. “I am going 
to paint the picture of Bernard Lazare. It cannot be 
denied that he had elements of saintliness. And 
when I speak of saintliness I am not guilty of speak- 
ing in metaphors. He had a gentleness, a goodness, 
a mystical tenderness, an evenness of disposition, an 
experience of bitternes and ingratitude, a perfect capa- 
city to digest bitterness and ingratitude, a goodness 
that could not be outdone, a perfectly enlightened 
goodness of an unbelievable profundity. He lived 
and died a martyr. He was a prophet. It was quite 
right that he should be buried prematurely in silence 
and neglect. In a calculated silence. In complete 
neglect. 


“He was dead before he died. And again, Israel 
pursued its eternal destiny in the most secular way. 
. .. I was his only friend during his last years. He 
had a genius for friendship, a mystical loyalty and 
attachment which is the heart of friendship. This 
was possible because he remained ever loyal to him- 
self. Many politiques betray, devour, absorb their 
mystiques. It is rare enough that mystics do not 
betray themselves. Of course, his atheism was very 
sincere. He was a positivist, scientifically minded, 
intellectually modern in all respects. However, be- 
neath all this was a heart sensitive to the faintest 
vibration of Jewish misery. His heart was bleeding 
in all the ghettos of the world—perhaps most in 
the broken, diffused ones like Paris—bleeding in 
Rumania, in Turkey, in Algeria, in America, in 
Hungary, wherever Jews are persecuted, that is, in 
a certain sense, everywhere. His heart was bleeding 
in the Orient and Occident. Our mighty ones did not 
see, did not like to see that he was the Prophet, the 
Jew, the leader; but the poorest Rumanian peddler 
knew it, felt his spiritual power. He was in a state 
of constant tension, in a state of tension that was 
imposed upon him by commandments more than fifty 
centuries old. He carried the load of a race and the 
weight of a world on his shoulders. His heart was 
devoured by fire, by the burning of his race; he was 
consumed by the flame of his people. A fire in his 
soul, a burning mind and the burning coal on the 
prophetic lips.” 


“T have never seen a Jew so disinterested, so indif- 
ferent to the law of retaliation. He did not intend 
to render precisely the good for the evil, but cer- 
tainly the just for the unjust. . . . He had a secret, 
intimate sympathy with every manifestation of 
spiritual power. His hatred of the state and of the 
secular institutions of power correspond exactly to 
his love of and devotion to the power of the spiritual. 
He. could not stand the fact that the temporal insti- 
tutions interfered with the purity of the spiritual. 
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What a paradox! The professional atheist who made 
the eternal Word re-echo with a power and sweet- 
ness that cannot be imagined. I still see him on his 
bed—the atheist trembling with the Word of God. 
In his very death the whole weight of his people 
rested on his shoulders. I have never seen a human 
being so burdened with an eternal responsibility. He 
felt himself as responsible for his people as we feel 
for our immediate family.” 


The image of this prophet in the guise of a jour- 
nalist pervades the whole work of Peguy and appears 
where you would never expect it. In his reflections 
on Louis de Gonzaga, Peguy established the four ele- 
ments of the human spirit in the modern world. 
They are: the Greek, the French, the Christian, the 
Jewish. “Let us be the heirs of the Hebrew way of 
life as far as we can, as far as we will and some- 
times even a little bit more. Let us carry on the 
heritage of the ancient Jews in cooperation with the 
modern Jews, at least with some among the con- 
temporary ones. A few of them are particularly 
qualified to represent the nobility, devotion and dig- 
nity of the temporal eternity of this incomparable 
race... . Let us learn that the temporal salvation of 
humanity demands an unaccountable price, that the 
survival of a race, that the secular and temporal sur- 
vival of a race, that the indefatigable and continuous 
survival of a race through all the storms of the ages, 
that the maintenance of a race is an accomplishment 
and a task demanding the highest price, that the 
temporal and terrestrial immortality of a chosen 
group, that its maintenance and secular immortality 
is an end and a task requiring an immense price. I 
dedicate these paragraphs to Bernard Lazare whose 
memory I shall piously treasure and convey to future 
generations.” 


It would be erroneous to call these glowing pages 
“philosemitic” or to apply to them some other poli- 
tical label. They are, in a strict sense, philosophical. 
They suggest a mode of existence that is indispen- 
sable for the perpetual regeneration and the contin- 
uing salvation of the world. The Greeks and the 
Romans ceased to exist many centuries ago. Their 
spirit, the spirit of the secular City and of the Pax 
Romana, will live on as long as the classics remain 
an element of our educational tradition and are not 
confined to philologists and historians. In recurrent 
renascences the classical tradition has reawakened in 
us the awareness of the interdependence of liberty 
and reminded us that we can enjoy the fruits of 
peace and justice only if we are willing to defend 
them with arms. If we are today capable of being 
republicans and citizens, it is because of the legacy 
of civic heroism that the ancients have bequeathed 
to the western world. In the modern world the 
French, the French above all, have carried on this 
tradition. Peguy has experienced the richness and 
fullness of his very existence as a product of the tra- 
ditions of the classical world. As a Frenchman he 
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was able to blend the heritage of the classical past 
and the Christian faith with the regional virtues of 
the peasant and the worker. The Christian ele- 
ment is the invitation to bear the cross and the 
humility of the ultimate sacrifice; the Jewish element 
is the incorruptible thirst for God’s justice in the 
secular world, the never-ending combat for the indis- 
soluble unity of the spiritual and the temporal in 
human life. 

These categories are by no means historical con- 
cepts. They represent the different elements and 
attitudes of the Eternal Presence in the human pro- 
cess of self-realization. For Peguy there is no history 
in the sense in which philosophers of the nineteenth 
century conceived it—i.e. history as a process in 
which an objective meaning of life become visible 
and understood. He recognizes the perennial dicho- 
tomy of mystique and politique. But always there is 
the Eternal Presence, the opportunity to transcend 
the historical situation, to grasp the eternal in the flux 
of time. The four categories of the Hebrew, the 
Christian, the French and the Classic are the irre- 
ducible elements of Peguy’s philosophy of the pres- 
ent. In his own highly unique way Peguy participated 
in the vigorous combat that William James and 
Henri Bergson were waging against the determinism 
and materialism of their times and for the re-estab- 
lishment of the character of the actual as dynamic, 
free and creative. 

Peguy is well aware that the passion to exhaust 
the meaning and purpose of human existence in 
scientific laws is motivated by a peculiarly modern 
yearning for security, tranquility, definiteness. It 
means all this on the largest scale in all spheres of 
life—the security of the status quo in politics, the 
economic security of the limited family, the illusion 
that modernity is the ultimate revelation of the mean- 
ing of history. All these trends were a denial of the 
four great elements of the Eternal Presence, each of 
them representing a specific mode of creative ad- 
venture and spiritual heroism in the process of time. 
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Peguy wonders what will be the destiny of a world 
whose sole aim is to attain a sense of security as 
against the unrest in God of past ages. He hates 
this state of mind, this cheap peace for which we 
have relinquished that sense of immediacy without 
which life is, to Peguy; only a macabre ghost play. 

The modernity that was the object of Charles 
Peguy’s relentless criticism was a state of intellectual 
inertia, a fatigue of the mind that does not dare to 
hold together the spiritual and the temporal in the 
intensity of human concreteness. Peguy was con- 
vinced that this state of mind is destined to spread 
to all spheres of human endeavor. Security will be- 
come the supreme purpose of all, of every class of 
society and for this security a heavy price will be 
paid. In the economic sphere the fertility of the 
race will be sacrificed to the security of the childless 
family; in the emotional and psychic sphere of the 
individual life the real completely absorbing present 
will be sacrificed to the synthetic “moment” com- 
posed of the particles of the past; in morals imme- 
diate, personal choice and responsibility will be sacri- 
ficed to the social blueprint with its illusory promises 
of automatic bliss and virtue. 

It would be misleading to classify Peguy as a 
philosopher, unless we admit that Job and Dante, 
Donne and Milton are genuine philosophers. Peguy 
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was a poet, a philosopher-poet, if poetry is understood 
in its original meaning, as an evocation of the essence 
of being. The central category of his philosophy was 
the reality of the present, the leading theme of his 
poetry was the Eternal Presence, as it is embodied in 
the four fundamental attitudes of the Christian and 
the Jewish faiths and classical and French humanism, 
all of which proclaim the paradoxical truth that “life 
is more life and more than life.” In this flaming vision, 
the technical terminologies of philosophy and of the 
sciences melt away. What remains is the pure image 
of man transcending the arbitrary boundaries of the 
social world he and his fathers have created. Peguy’s 
voice is that of a modern intellectual who has never 
ceased to be a peasant, of a rooted Frenchman who 
is ever aware of the distant and diverse strains that 
have gone into the making of his small world. His 
words are not those of a /itterateur. He speaks the 
language of a living man, reminiscing, reproving, 
discussing, arguing. His friends and his enemies, his 
God and anti-Christ are always present in his think- 
ing and writing. When he addresses his spiritual an- 
cestors, we know that the speaker is one of their com- 
panions. And when he rises to praise the Hebrew 
prophets and seers, we hear a voice in which their 
plaint and their passion still ring with ancient and 
undiminished magic and power. 
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I 


In 1940, when Mr. Wendell L. Will- 
kie ran for President, I voted against 
him, on the ground that he was inex- 
perienced in foreign affairs, that his 
record in the field of international 
statesmanship was meager and that the 
United States needed a man of world 
vision at the helm of the State. In 
1943, three years after, I can unhesi- 
tatingly say that the education of 
Mr. Willkie in the field of world 
affairs is phenomenal, and this judg- 
ment will be confirmed by all un- 
biased persons who carefully read his 
book “One World.” This small vol- 
ume, which might be regarded as Mr. 
Willkie’s report, based on personal ob- 
servation and interviews with respon- 
sible persons, of his flying visit to 


Africa, the Middle East, Turkey, Rus- 
sia and China, is a mine of information 
regarding what the peoples of these 
lands are thinking, how they are act- 
ing and what might happen in these 
regions, thus affecting the world situa- 
tion and the future world peace. 


It seems peculiar that Mr. Willkie 
did not visit India. But this was not 
his fault. “President (Roosevelt) ex- 
pressed the desire that I (Willkie) 
should not go to India” (p. 48). It 
is conceivable that Mr. Roosevelt, who 
thinks that the problem of India is 
Britain’s private affair, was honor 
bound to his friend Mr. Winston 
Churchill that an outspoken American 
not be allowed to go to India to study 
conditions there. But Mr. Willkie has 
something to say about India: 

“Many men and women I have talk- 
ed with from Africa to Alaska asked 
me the question which has become a 
symbol all through Asia: What about 
India? Now, I did not go to India. I 
do not propose to discuss that tangled 
question. But it has one aspect, in the 
East, which I should report. From 
Cairo on, it confronted me at every 
turn. The wisest men in China said to 


suffered in public esteem in the Far 
East. It was the United States.’ He was 
telling me that by our silence on India 
we have already drawn heavily on our 
reservoir of good will in the East. 
People of the East who would like to 
count on us are doubtful. They cannot 
ascertain from our attitude toward the 
problem of India what we are likely to 
feel at the end of the war about all 
the other hundreds of millions of 
Eastern peoples. They cannot tell from 
our vague and vaccilating talk whether 
or not we really do stand for freedom 
or what we mean by freedom.” (p. 76) 
This passage should be digested by all 
Americans who talk about world free- 
dom as the goal of this war. 


What are the peoples of Asia and 
Africa thinking? They are thinking of 
their freedom: “In Africa, in the 
Middle East, throughout the Arab 
world as well as in China and the 
whole Far East, freedom means the 
orderly but scheduled abolition of the 
colonial system. Whether we like it 
or not, this is true.” (p. 77.) 

Mr. Willkie’s observations on So- 
viet Russian and Chinese affairs are of 
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capital importance to all Americans 
who are interested in world peace. He 
has not neglected the “home front of 
America,” discussed in the chapters en- 
titled, “What Are We Fighting For?” 
and “Our Imperialism at Home.” In 
the chapters on “This Is a War of 
Liberation” and “One World” Mr. 
Willkie gives his war aims in the fol- 
lowing simple sentence: “We believe 
this war must mean an end to the em- 
pire of nations over other nations .. .” 
He also points out the reasons for the 
failure of the League of Nations and 
the requisites for a new world order. 
The book is written in direct and 
simple language; every man and 
woman interested in world affairs and 
America’s future should read it. This 
book will serve as a helpful guide to 
all who believe in world freedom and 
are opposed to world domination by 
one nation or a group of nations. 


Il. 


Asia is the home of more than one 
half of the population of the world. 
Without ignoring Japan and other 
Asiatic countries, Russia, China and 
India are the three great Asiatic Pow- 
ers of tomorrow; and they will play a 
decisive role in world affairs. There- 
fore it is imperative that American 
citizens should have adequate know- 
ledge of political, economic and social 
trends in Asia and what has been and 
should be the role of the United 
States in Asia. 


The author of the book “America’s 
Role in Asia” is an American journal- 
ist who worked in Asia for 25 years 
and has the rare courage to speak out 
unpopular truths, which are often 
white-washed or evaded by profes- 
sional experts on Asia. Mr. Howard 
opens the book with a brief but bril- 
liant and lucid survey of Asia’s part 
in the history of Europe, or of Asian 
expansion in Europe, which has been 
followed by European expansion or 
imperialism in Asia. 

He devotes 120 pages to Japan and 
Korea. After giving a brief survey of 
the growth of Japanese imperialism, 
big business and its politics and the 
rise of Japanese militarism, the author 
pleads for co-operation with demo- 
cratic Japan which should be aided, 
after Japanese militarism has been 
crushed. Korea is a people betrayed 
not only by Japan but also by other 
Powers who cooperated with the latter 
in her expansion in Korea. The Ko- 
rean people is fully capable of self- 
government, if it is given the chance; 
and all the members of the United 
Nations should support the cause of 
democracy and freedom for Korea. 

The part—some 220 pages—de- 
voted to the discussion of China is 
highly interesting and thought-pro- 


voking. It gives an intimate picture of 
the political intrigue of imperialist 
powers in China—Soviet Russia not 
excepted — and its effect on Sino- 
Japanese relations. The chapters on 
the Soong Dynasty and “Our Chinese 
Pay-Roll” will unnerve and upset many 
readers, because they disclose the true 
nature of the present Chinese Govern- 
ment as a dictatorship controlled by the 
Soong family—General Chiang Kai- 
shek, the Supreme Military Dictator, 
married to one of the Soong Sisters; 
Dr. Kung, the Chinese Finance Min- 
ister, married to another Soong sister; 
Mr. T. V. Soong, the Foreign Minister 
and their tools and supporters. The 
Soong family is indirectly aided by the 
Government of the United States, be- 
cause the Chinese Government con- 
trolled by them is committed to carry 
out American foreign policy in China. 
The author intimates that without 
American financial and diplomatic 
support there might have been peace 
between China and Japan long ago. 
The author has no sympathy for the 
dictatorship of General Chiang Kai- 
shek which is supported by the United 
States. He is not enthusiastic about 
Russian-supported Chinese Commu- 
nist dictatorships, and he condemns 
the Chinese Fascist puppet govern- 
ments which are cooperating with 
Japanese militarists. Unless demo- 
cratic elements in China are supported, 
there is a basis for the rise of fascism 
in China and possible cooperation be- 
tween Japanese and Chinese fascism. 
This is a menace which cannot be 
ignored. 


In the chapter on “India and the 
Empire,” the author sees the end of 
British Imperialism in India as a 
necessary requisite for a democratic 
order in India. But at the same time 
his analysis of Indian nationalism and 
of the policies of the All-India Na- 
tional Congress is inaccurate and he 
ignores the sinister program of parti- 
tion of India as advocated by the Cripps 
Mission. In fact, Mr. Howard seems 
to be in favor of partition, on the 
supposed assumption that “democratic 
Moslems” cannot work under the 
Hindu rule. Like most American ex- 
perts on India, he does not see the 
simple fact that since out of 390,000,- 
000 people of India the Hindus num- 
ber no less than 290,000,000, it is to 
be expected that this Hindu majority 
should play a leading role in the In- 
dian national regeneration. It is a fact 
that some far-sighted Indian capital- 
ists—the majority of them are also 
Hindus—extend their financial aid to 
the Congress movement with the hore 
that a national government in India 
would aid the cause of industrializa- 
tion. This fact does not and cannot 
mean that the All-India National Con- 
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gress is a fascist movement, as Mr. 
Howard thinks. 


The author's conclusion on Amer- 
ica’s role in Asia is as follows: “Our 
basic rights and interests in Asia lie 
in the encouragement and promotion 
of the democratic way of life. The 
organized world today cannot survive 
nine-tenths slave and one-tenth free. 
This is our deepest task and problem 
and interest, beside which all else fades 
into insignificance. If there is to be 
peace and not wars unending, if free 
governments are not to perish from 
the earth, Asia must be free.” (p. 463.) 


III. 

Those who are interested in the 
study of American minority problems 
must carefully read “Brothers Under 
the Skin,” a well-documented and care- 
ful survey of this problem by a man 
who has given many years to studying 
labor problems, immigration and na- 
tionality problems in the United States 
in their various aspects. This is pos- 
sibly the best single volume on the 
subject. 

After an introductory chapter cov- 
ering a general survey of minority 
problems in the United States and race 
relations between the whites and non- 
whites of the world, the author dis- 
cusses the following specific issues: 
(1) The Non-Vanishing Indian. (2) 
The Long-Suffering Chinese. (3) The 
Forgotten Mexican . (4) Our Japanese 
Hostages. (5) Hawaii: Island Out- 
post. (6) The Puerto Ricans and 
Other Islanders. (7) The Little Brown 
Brothers. (8) The Negro Problem: 
A Case History and (9) Outline for 
Action. Thus the work covers a vast 
field of economic racial and cultural 
adjustment of peoples living within the 
boundaries of the United States and 
their relations with the rest of the 
world. 

The author raises the pertinent ques- 
tion that if this war is for world free- 
dom, and if Negroes, Chinese, Hindus 
and other “brown brothers” are called 
upon to fight for it, there should be 
real freedom for them now. There 
must not be discrimination on racial 
grounds. He advocates that all dis- 
criminatory legislation in the United 
States on matters of immigration and 
naturalization should be repealed and 
all types of Jim-Crowism should be 
eliminated. Otherwise there will be 
growing racial antagonism and con- 
flicts which will make it impossible 
to have a new world order based on 
freedom. In this connection Mr. Mc- 
Williams quotes the following opinion 
of Prof. Frederick L. Schuman. of 
Williams College: “Unless we act now 
these silent and waiting multitudes 
(the colored peoples of the world) 
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will conclude, wrongly no doubt but 
nevertheless irrevocably, that Western 
white men offer them only fair words 
and foul deeds, that the darker peoples 
have no stake in a war between rival 
oppressors, and that Axis arrogance 
may be more tolerable than democratic 
hypocrisy.” (p. 301.) 

In the chapter on the Negro prob- 
lem, the author cites many instances 
of monstrous practices of imposing 
economic, social and political disabili- 
ties on the Negro population of the 
United States. In discussing a program 
of action the author makes, among 
others, the following suggestion: 

“Our first assignment, therefore, is 
to establish the principle that, as 4 
matter of national policy, there shall 
be no discrimination against indivi- 
duals because of race, creed or country 
of national origin. Such a statement 
seems innocuous; but it is the crux of 
the matter.” 

If the people of the United States 
accept this fundamental policy as the 
basis of its relations with other peoples, 
then there cannot be any discrimina- 
tory legislation, nor can there be any 
practice of racial and cultural imperial- 
ism against less powerful groups as it 
happens today. He concludes the book 
with a telling passage which may be 
food for thought for all of us, 

Recently, during the present World 
War, Byron Darnton of the New York 
Times died in an accident on the New 
Guinea front and was buried in the 
military cemetery at Port Moresby, 
along with another American, a Negro 
soldier, an Australian sailor, and a 
native of the Papuan Infantry. “This 
would have pleased Darnton,” Robert 
Sherrod of Time is certain, for “he 
(Darnton) had the firm conviction 
that all men would one day be broth- 
ers, or they would be slaves.” (p. 325.) 

The book indirectly raises the age- 
old issue: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
For my own salvation, if not for other 
reasons, “Yes, I am;” and I must change 
my ways, so that I may help my 
brother develop the best in him and 
make the world a better place to live 
in. 

TARAKNATH DAS 


AMERICAN JEWRY 
IN NUMBERS 


JEWISH POPULATION STUDIES. Edited 
by Sophia M. Robinson, with the as- 
sistance of Joshua Starr. New York, 
Conference on Jewish Relations, 1943, 
189 pp. 

Of late there has been much discus- 
sion about the future of American 
Jewry. Regrettably most of it is based 
on theoretical assumptions rather than 
on actual trends. The volume under 
review should help fill the gap be- 
tween fact and fancy, since it contains 
studies dealing with the population 
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and economic structure of the Jewish 
communities of Trenton, N. J., Pas- 
saic, N. J., Buffalo, N. Y., New London, 
Conn., Norwich, Conn., Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Detroit, Mich., Chicago, Ill, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., and San Francisco, 
Cal. 

The studies vary in extent, method 
and purpose. Some are the results of 
surveys conducted by local federations 
and were motivated by the desire to 
learn more about the needs of the 
communities. The Trenton study, for 
instance, was prompted by agitation for 
the establishment of a home for the 
aged. The community of Passaic de- 
sired to investigate Jewish educational 
facilities. The studies of these two 
communities as well as of Minneapolis, 
which are summarized by the editor, 
those of Norwich and New London 
by Bessie B. Wessel and the study of 
Buffalo by Uriah Z. Engelman are 
based on data sufficiently complete to 
give the reader a good picture of the 
community. The study of Pittsburgh 
by Maurice Taylor and that of Detroit 
by Henry J. Mayer are sample studies 
based on a selected number of families. 
Their limitations are therefore obvi- 
ous. Of a similar nature, though based 
on a proportionately larger number of 
samples, is Samuel Moment’s study of 
San Francisco. A. J. Jaffee’s study of 
Chicago Jews is based on death certi- 
ficates and illustrates the application 
of one of the many methods of esti- 
mating the Jewish population in a 
given locality in the absence of official 
census statistics in this field in the 
United States. It goes far in supple- 
menting the editor's excellent presen- 
tation of methods employed in popu- 
lation research. The data in all the 
studies pertain to the years 1935 to 
1938; the only exception is the Chi- 
cago study, made on the basis of 1930 
data. We can therefore obtain a fairly 
reliable picture of Jewish population 
trends within the past decade. The 
book is a careful product of statistical 
scholarship. The same is true of its 
style and method of presentation. 

One of the most striking facts 
emerging from the book is that Amer- 
ican Jewry is coming of age. We are 
no longer a predominantly immigrant 
community. The percentage of native 
Jews ranges from 60% in Passaic and 
Minneapolis to 65.7% in Trenton. 
Data on the age of the Jewish popu- 
lation reveal that within several de- 
cades the Jewish community will be 
composed almost completely of Amer- 
ican-born persons. A recently pub- 
lished study of the Jewish community 
in New Orleans by Rabbi Feibelman 
reveals that 80% of the Jews in that 
community were born in this country. 

No longer a predominantly immi- 
grant community and increasingly 
middle class in its economic composi- 


tion, American Jewry resembles such 
pre-1914 Westernized Jewish com- 
munities in Europe as those of Ger- 
many and France. The average Jewish 
family is small in size. In New Lon- 
don, there are 2.5 children per mother. 
In Trenton, the median number of 
children is less than 1.5. In New 
Orleans, the average has reached a low 
of 1.4. This is due not only to the 
small number of. children per family 
but also to the large number of child- 
less families. In Minneapolis, for in- 
stance, 21.2% of the Jewish families 
have no children. In Passaic and in 
Trenton the same holds true for, re- 
spectively, 21% and 16.4%. A very 
large proportion of families have 
only one child, from 31.1% in Pas- 
saic to 18.5% in New London. The 
proportion of families with two chil- 
dren only ranges from 31.1% in Pas- 
saic to 25% of the completed families 
(in which no more children are ex- 
pected) in Buffalo. The results of this 
trend are most visible in the analysis 
of the age grouping of the Jewish 
population. In comparison with the 
8.3% representing the ratio of chil- 
dren under five years of age in the 
general population of Buffalo and New 
London, the percentages among Jews 
in these cities are 6.3 and 5.3 respec- 
tively. In San Francisco the discrep- 
ancy between the general and the Jew- 
ish family is small and it is tending 
tages being 5.1 and 4.5. The number 
of children among Jews is nevertheless 
smaller than among non-Jews. The 
same holds true for the age group be- 
tween 5 and 14, which constitutes 
19.3% of the total population in Tren- 
ton, while among Jews the ratio is 
less than 15%. The greatest difference 
is in Passaic, where 20.9% of the total 
population fall within this age level, 
in comparison with 15.2% in the case 
of the Jews. While the discrepancies 
are smaller in other communities, they 
are still sufficient to prove that the 
average number of children per Jew- 
ish family is small and is tending 
to diminish further. It is therefore 
clear that we are on the way of be- 
coming a static if not a declining com- 
munity in terms of numbers. In San 
Francisco, the percentage of those 45 
years and over in the general popula- 
tion is 27.6; among Jews it is 33.9 In 
fact, Jaffee predicts that in the ten 
years following 1940 the Jewish com- 
munity of Chicago, numbering 282,000 
in that year, will increase by the very 
small amount of 3,000; after that he 
foresees an actual decrease. 

Several of the studies contain data 
on occupations. It is clear that in the 
smaller communities a very large pro- 
portion of Jews is engaged in trade, 
with professions and manufacturing 
vying for the next place. Thus the 
percentage of Jews earning their live- 
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lihood in trade is 59 in Trenton, 54.5 
in New London, 51 in Norwich, and 
43 in Passaic. The proportion of Jews 
engaged in manufacturing ranges from 
23% in Norwich to 13.3% in Trenton, 
while in professions and white collar 
occupations it ranges from 49.9% in 
Buffalo to 18.6% in Norwich. In the 
larger communities there is a sizeable 
number engaged in skilled labor, as, for 
instance, 20% in Buffalo. There is no 
percentage available for Detroit but 
there are interesting breakdowns of 
the 30,000 to 35,000 Jewish workers 
in that city. 

The book contains relatively few 
data on Jewish affiliation and educa- 
tion. Even from the limited informa- 
tion it does give, it is clear that affilia- 
tion of children and youths under 19 
is highest at the pre-Bar Mitzvah and 
confirmation stage. After this there is 
a decline which is less among girls 
than boys. Incidentally, the few data 
about inter-marriage reveal a relatively 
low proportion in Trenton. 

Because the work is edited mainly 
from the statistical point of view, little 
or no effort was made to interpret the 
meaning of the data in terms of a 
dynamic development of a conscious 
community. It is regrettable that the 
editors failed to compare their fiindings 
with those obtained by similar surveys. 
Interpretation of this kind would have 
made the book much more meaning- 
ful. A little more popularity in style 
and interpretation of statistics in terms 
of everyday life would have made the 
work easier for those readers who have 
been out of college long enough to 
forget their Statistics I. In spite of 
these shortcomings, the volume will 
be read with interest by the more seri- 
ous reader. It certainly should be 
studied by those who have been gen- 
eralizing of late in the periodical press 
about the future of the Jews in the 
United States. Such generalizations 
are meaningless without sociological 
data. The Conference on Jewish Rela- 
tions ought to be congratulated on 
making solid information available to 
the public. 

ARRAHAM G. DUKER 


PALESTINE AND THE “ ANTI- 
SEMITISM OF THINGS” 


THE WAR AND THE JEW. By Vladi- 
mir Jabotinsky. (With a Foreword by 
Pierre van Paassen and a Conclusion 
by Col. John Henry Patterson, D.S.O.) 
New York, The Dial Press, 1942. 252 


PP. 

The book is brilliantly written. This 
has to be stated as a matter of fact. 
The late Jabotinsky was a brilliant 
writer, and nothing less could be ex- 
pected of him. Romantic in thought 
and action, Jabotinsky possessed the 
rare gift of endowing with a sober, 
common sense accent his most para- 
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doxical utterances. This is art. In this 
case, however, no artistic effort was 
necessary to give to the author's funda- 
mental thesis an irrefutable convin- 
cingness. Through and through, Jabo- 
tinsky’s book is bristling with a self- 
supporting armor of logic and of real- 
istic thinking. There is, moreover, so 
much moderation in the stating of his 
views, that one could hardly recognize 
in the author of the book the extremist 
Jabotinsky whom we used to know, 
sometimes opposing his ideas, always 
admiring his ardor. 


“The War and the Jew” was written 
in 1940. Its chief object is the analysis 
of what is, what is going to be and 
what should be the import of the war 
for the Jewish people. Of course, a 
few contentions which seemed posi- 
tive in 1939, have since been nega- 
tivated by subsequent events; on the 
other hand, some of the judgments 
that sounded rather unconvincing at 
the time of writing, proved to be cor- 
rect later, in the light of new develop- 
ments. But all this is of little import- 
ance. Prophecy is of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. No writer should be praised 
or blamed for the accuracy or inac- 
curacy of one or another irrelevant 
presentiment of his, a by-product of 
keen argumentation. It may be, too, 
that the chapter of the book devoted 
to the creation of a “world-Jewish civil 
authority, with a seat in all interna- 
tional organs dealing with emigration 
and reconstruction problems, and on 
the future Peace Conference” will to 
many readers appear controversial. But, 
after all, even this is only a side issue 
in comparison with the all-important 
problem of Zionism presented in this 
book. The remarkable persuasiveness 
and skill of this presentation make 
Jabotinsky’s study a really outstanding 
contribution. 


It is noteworthy that in his advo- 
cacy of the Zionist solution of the 
Jewish problem, Jabotinsky, a past 
master at emotional, imaginative ora- 
tory, in possession of the whole gamut 
of appeals to our historical memory 
which are so potent in moving Jewish 
hearts, does not touch upon one single 
string of sentimentality. There are no 
“flowers” in his book; rather, hard 
stones on a fateful road. This is to be 
highly commended. The more sober 
the writer is, the more impressed is 
the cool-minded, the “un-believer,” the 
practical realist, thinking in terms of 
objective historical necessity. 


Analyzing the situation of the Jew- 
ish people among other nations, es- 
pecially the position of the Jews in 
Eastern Europe, Jabotinsky shows that 
the “antisemitism of things” is doing 


more harm to Jews that the “anti- 


semitism of men.” The definition is 
subtle, but perfectly true. A Jewish 


Prime Minister in Poland, for instance, 
could hardly have done much for the 
suffering masses of his own blood in a 
positive way by economic adjustment. 
The social structure of the Jewish 
people in Poland was intrinsically ab- 
normal. Emigration of a considerable 
number of Polish Jews, he argues, is 
an absolute necessity for their own 
sake as well as for the sake of those 
who shall remain in Poland. This, of 
course, is true not of Poland alone. 
Now, whither should these masses go? 


A careful and sound survey of the 
existing possibilities leads to the con- 
clusion that God’s large world is for 
Jews very small indeed. Neither so- 
cially nor economically, apart from po- 
litical and psychological considera- 
tions, can the policy of infiltration by 
little groups and individuals be of any 
use. This only displaces the wound 
without curing it. There remains, then, 
mass emigration, organized and plan- 
ned. The Zionist Jabotinsky, true to his 
method of being in this case strictly 
pragmatic, does not seem to reject, in 
principle, a territorial solution of the 
emigration problem outside Palestine. 
But here again he is facing hard facts, 
and these offer very little encourage- 
ment. There are no territories in the 
market suitable for concentrated Jew- 
ish immigration and the establishment 
of a Jewish homeland. 


Palestine is Jabotinsky’s answer to 
the Jewish problem — not an emo- 
tional, but a matter-of-fact, sober, con- 
vincing answer. The reviewer would 
betray the author by any attempt to 
put into a nutshell his spirited argu- 
mentation, supported by illuminating 
data of indisputable worth. These 
chapters must be read by anyone who 
is for Zionism and more so by those 
who take the responsibility of oppos- 
ing the great, historic endeavor of the 
Jewish people to assert itself crea- 
tively. 

There was a time when Jabotinsky, 
justly or wrongly, was accused of ne- 
glecting the rights and interests of the 
Arabs. This reviewer does not hesi- 
tate to acknowledge that such a ne- 
glect would not do honor to the Zion- 
ist movement. The Jewish people 
must aim at being just and honest in 
its dealings with other fellow-men. 
“The War and the Jew” gives in this 
respect a glowing testimony to the 
purity of our intentions in Palestine. 
Adopting Max Nordau’s plan of Jew- 
ish-Arab relations, Jabotinsky outlines 
a most liberal scheme of collaboration 
on the basis of full equality. It is not 
an exaggeration to say that this scheme 
could serve as a useful model in many 
regions of Europe for the well-being 
and peaceful cohabitation of now bit- 
terly quarreling neighbors. 


SOLOMON POLIAKOFF 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Sir: 

The editorial on “The American 
Jewish Conference” which appeared in 
the JEWISH FRONTIER of June, 1943, 
contains a passage which is hardly con- 
sistent with the facts. We refer to the 
passage of this editorial on page five 
which states: “All Zionist groups have 
accepted the resolutions incorporated 
in the Biltmore Conference.” It is 
known that not al] Zionist groups are 
in agreement with the terms of this 
program. 

The Biltmore program was discussed 
in the Actions Committee of the World 
Zionist Organization in November, 
1942, and was accepted by twenty-one 
of its members, opposed by three mem- 
bers representing Hashomer Hatzair, 
the Left Poale Zion, and one progres- 
sive General Zionist. Three members 
of Mapai abstained. At the same meet- 
ing of the Actions Committee, the 
representative of Hashomer Hatzair 
introduced a resolution which in gen- 
eral terms called for Jewish mass 
immigration and colonization; in the 
political sphere, however, it stressed 
Arab-Jewish understanding and the 
striving toward the establishment of a 
bi-national state in Palestine based on 
political but not numerical parity. 

It is also known that the Zionist 
Executive accepted the resolutions of 
the Biltmore program on a majority 
vote rather than one unanimously 
achieved. 

The representative of Hashomer 
Hatzair in the United States at the 
Extraordinary Zionist Conference 
which formulated the Biltmore pro- 
gram spoke against the program for 
the Jewish Commonwealth and for the 
acceptance of the principle of bi- 
nationalism. In subsequent Zionist 
meetings representatives of Hashomer 
Hatzair in U. S. have consistently 
spoken in behalf of the bi-national 
political solution for Palestine, and 
mass immigration. 

A. EINHORN, 
Hashomer Hatzair Org. 


[The editorial in question clearly 
refers to the American scene. To the 
best of our knowledge no group in 
American Zionism, not even Hasho- 
mer Hatzair, voted against the Bilt- 
more Program when it was adopted— 
a fact which the writer of the letter 
does not dispute. If there was any occa- 
sion for protest, it was right after the 
Extraordinary Conference, when the 
American Zionist press, including the 
JEWISH FRONTIER, hailed the unanim- 
ity with which the demand for a Jew- 
ish Commonwealth was approved by 
American Zionism. 

THE EDITORS. | 
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security it affords you and your 
family, the opportunity it gives to 
be of service to our country and the 


Jewish people. 
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